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Dear Parent/Carer    
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support of our academy, your 
child’s progress and securing the highest expectations for all.  Our students are continually praised by 
members of the public and local community for the way that they look and how they represent the 
school. Our uniform is important and sends a clear message to everyone demonstrating that our 
students have pride in their school and appearance.   
 
As we prepare for the next term, I wanted to take this opportunity to bring a number of issues to your 
attention that we intend to address from the first day back in Term 4.  More specifically, we feel that 
our policy and expectations in the following areas need to be clarified and tightened up: 
 

1. Attendance to School 
2. Uniform 
3. Basic Equipment 
4. Punctuality 

 
I would be very grateful if you could take a few minutes to read the guidance that follows for each of 
these areas as this will help us greatly to make a strong start to the new term. 
 
1. Attendance to School 
I am continually concerned with the high number of children at the academy whose attendance to 
school is persistently and worryingly low.  Research shows that children whose attendance falls below 
96% are more likely to leave school without a full set of GCSEs at grades 9-4.  Good and regular 
attendance creates good habits and attitudes that will be needed later in life, in the world of 
independent study and later when at work. We expect every student’s attendance to be above 96% 

throughout the academic year. This commitment to education and making progress is proven to 

improve life chances and increases both choices and opportunities upon finishing education. 
 
2. Uniform 
Buying the correct footwear can be problematic. Our policy is that footwear must be plain black 
leather or leather in appearance and laces must also be black.  Sportswear or leisure shoes are not 
allowed.  These will usually have some form of canvas or logo on them.   Please contact the school 
before purchasing footwear if you are unsure.   We currently have a limited stock of male and female 
school shoes for sale at £5 per pair.  Please contact the school office if you wish to make a purchase.  
 
These are some examples of unacceptable footwear.  
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We are conscious that a noticeable minority of our girls are choosing to roll the waistband of their 
skirts and then fasten it in place using a hair bobble (or equivalent). As a result, skirts that are leaving 
home approaching knee length are arriving at school significantly shorter.  A reminder to parents 
please that stretchy skirts are also not permitted.  The stretch material on these skirts causes them to 
rise with movement and when walking.  Plain black tights with a minimum of 40 denier or neural tights 
should be work with skirts.   
 
We expect trousers to be black and tailored. The style of these trousers should be formal and not 
unlike that used in a suit. We do not accept jeans or any denim style material, even if they are black. 
Neither do we accept ‘skinny jeans’ or any other trousers that are deliberately designed to be tight 
fitting. Socks should be plain black ankle socks only.   
 
We are constantly addressing these issues in school and would welcome your support in reinforcing 
these messages at home. Further clarity on our uniform expectations can be found on our academy 
website.     
 
3. Basic Equipment 
It is important that students arrive to school organised, and with the necessary equipment to be 
prepared for the day and for the learning that will be taking place. An increasing minority of our 
students are routinely arriving to school without the essential equipment needed in lessons. This is 
causing disruption to lessons as students borrow equipment from each other or from their teacher. To 
address this issue, we have listed the absolutely essential equipment that every student must have in 
school every day. Students should have a number of these items in the event of loss, breakage or 
non-return when lending to friends:   
 

Pencil Case Pen (blue or black) Green Pen Pencil 

Rubber Ruler Planner School Bag 

 
4. Punctuality 
We appreciate that it can be difficult for families who live some distance from the academy to get to 
school on time, particularly if they rely on public transport. To help with this, we have set up a 
breakfast club from 7:30am so that students can arrive earlier and have somewhere warm and dry to 
wait in the morning. Breakfast bagels are free to all students that come along.  This has helped to 
improve punctuality significantly in the last year. Nevertheless, we still feel that too many of our 
students are arriving to school after 8.25am, even when they live close to the school.  
 
Students arriving late to lessons disrupts the learning of those already settled in the class.  This at 
times leads to aspects of teaching having to be re-visited following the delay caused; which over time 
will have a detrimental impact on all learners in the class as this slows the pace of learning.  We will 
apply stricter sanctioning arrangements next term to address this problem and would appreciate your 
ongoing support in this respect. 
 
Please get in touch if any of these expectations presents financial challenges for your family as we 
may be able to agree a reasonable approach that takes your particular circumstances into account. 
 
Students have been informed of these expectations in assemblies, and will be again at the start of 
Term 4.  I am hoping that everyone will be absolutely clear about our expectations and that we are 
clear and consistent in our approach in all aspects of our academy to avoid any unnecessary conflict 
at the start of the new term.   
 
With thanks in anticipation of your support in these areas. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Tina Lee 
Principal  
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