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INANIMATE CHARACTERISATION

WHAT IS AN INANIMATE CHARACTER?

An inanimate object is an object that needs force to move it.
Inanimate Characters are characters such as "Luminere” (the candlestick) in “Beauty and the Beast".

EXERCISE ONE

Imagine what it would be like if an inanimate object
came to life.

How would it move?
How would it speak?
What sort of personality would it have?

For example: A Grandfather clock may move with
very slow, long strides and speak in a deep, monotone
voice. The personality type could be quite serious.

0 Make a list of ideas.

Q Experiment with possible voices and movement

ideas.

0 select (NE of the ideas you lie most and
develop this into a character.

0 Create a short monologue.

Perform your monologue and record it for your
teacher.

AN EXAMPLE

Wooden Spoon: "l wish they would stop all this bread
baking. Everyone is at home all day and they can't keep
out of the kitchen. Do you know how awful it is to be
dipped in sticky dough from head to foot? Ghastly, |
tell you. Quite ghastly! And, did | tell you that | was put in
the dishwasher? Wooden objects do not belong in
dishwashers. What a traumatic experience! | will
never recover."

EXERCISE TWO

Think of another “inanimate character" who could
have a conversation with your first character.

Create a short scene between these two
characters.

BE CREATIVE!
0 You could perform your work as a short radio play
or create simple puppets for a puppet show.

Record your work and share with your teacher
and friends.

USE YOUR IMAGINATION AND HAVE FUN!
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