
Term 6 Week 1 Lesson 1 Year 7: What is Gothic?                                                                 Key words:  
Gothic 
                                                                                                                                                              genre 
                                                                                                                                                              atmosphere.  

Learning Objectives: 
To know what is meant by Gothic literature.  
To understand how atmosphere is created.  
To be able to read, understand and respond to texts. 

What is Gothic literature? 

 

In the most general terms,  Gothic literature can be defined as writing that employs dark 

and picturesque scenery, startling and melodramatic narrative devices, and an overall 

atmosphere of exoticism, mystery, fear, and dread. 

 

Recap:  What does GO MASSIVE stand for?  

Group of three, onomatopoeia, metaphor, alliteration, senses, simile, varied vocabulary, 

imagery, emotive language. 

 

What is meant by genre? A style or category. Everything within the category shares similar 

characteristics. 

 

Do Now: 

What do you need to include in a summary? 

Who was the monarch (King) in the Jacobean era? 

What is the effect of sibilance? 

 

Task 1 

Use three adjectives to describe this scene (for example, gloomy, misty). 
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Task 2 

Read through the following passage, then underline any parts in the 

description which creates a gothic atmosphere (use a dictionary if 

needed) 

The murky blackness of the October night was illuminated 
patchily by car headlights as the few travellers made their 
way home, concentrating not on the dark around them 
but on thoughts of welcoming families and comforting 
food. Into the path of one such driver stepped a pale, 
young girl, clutching a damp, beaten old cardboard sign 
reading ‘BIRKENHEAD’. Her large dark eyes pleaded 
mutely. The man pulled up slowly on the hard shoulder by 
the entrance to the Mersey tunnel and wound down his 
window. ‘You look like death warmed up!’ he said cheerily 
‘Get in, love. Where do you want to go?’ The girl sank 
gratefully into the back seat of the car and told him her 
where she lived. Her voice was quiet, and she spoke her 
address almost wistfully, as though she had not been 
home for a very long time. The man tried to smile 
reassuringly. ‘Soon have you there,’ he said, but, although 
the words were confident the man felt inexplicably 
uneasy, as though he had volunteered to spend the night 
alone in a mortuary. She didn’t answer but sat shivering, 
her unnaturally pale skin seeming almost translucent in 
the faint, artificial light of a passing car. ‘Take this, you’ll 
catch your death otherwise,’ he said rashly, passing her his 
sweater. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dark and gloomy 

Month of Halloween = spooky 

Ghostly figure.  

Young girl is out of place. Reader 

asks questions as do characters in 

story. 

Distracted = creates suspense as 

something may jump out on them 

from the unknown  
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Task 3 

How is a gothic atmosphere created in this extract? 

 

Model paragraph 

A Gothic atmosphere is created in the extract by the words ‘murky blackness’. In other 

words, it is dark and gloomy all around. More specifically, the word ‘blackness’ makes it 

seem frightening because scary things happen in the dark, and black is the colour of evil. 

The word ‘murky’ also makes it seem like it is difficult to see, so the person in the extract 

can’t see what might be coming at them in the dark. 

You do (at least two paragraphs)… 


