Exploring the Tana river
DO NOW
1. The watershed is….
2. One type of erosion in the upper course is……
3. One landform found in the upper course is……
4. One way people use rivers is…… more specifically…..
5. Kenya suffers from extreme weather. For example…… more specifically…..
6. Kenya is a ……….. More specifically………
7. One way Kenya is trying to close the development gap is….
8. One cause of drought in Kenya is….
9. One primary impact of drought was…
10. One secondary impact of the drought was…

Use the information sheets to complete the table below.
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Use the writing frame to talk about the Kindaruma dam along the Tana River. 
Discuss the impact of the Kindaruma dam along the Tana River. 

The Tana River is the longest river in Kenya. More specifically…………
[image: ]The source of the river is located……….
In the upper course, the……………dam has been created. 
This has helped Kenya to develop.

Firstly……		More specifically…..
Furthermore….	More precisely…..

On the other hand, it has prevented development. 
Firstly….		More specifically…..
Additionally….		More precisely…..

[bookmark: _GoBack]HINTS
Dam +  sustainable, renewable source of energy – cheaper than most alternatives e.g. geothermal 
Dam – flooding: loss of homes, income, cost to govt to rebuild destroyed villages and habitats/rehousing etc 

Irrigation + small scale – helps move people out of poverty, gives locals food security
Irrigation – only small scale, so doesn’t really help Kenya in terms of exports, selling to foreign investors may result in local farmers losing their source of income
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Advantages

It provides hydro-electric energy. More specifically it
provides........% of all Kenya’s power.

The water can be used for irrigation. More

specifically...

The Tana irrigation project spreads over....

and provides...

Disadvantages

It can cause flooding. More specifically.

Itincreases the risk of malaria because.
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To what extent is the Tana River good for Kenya’s
development?

The Tana River is the longest river in Kenya. More specifically, it
is 440 miles long from source to mouth. The source of the river
is located in the Aberdare Mountain range. In the upper course,
there are many key erosional features, for example, the Seven
Forks waterfall. The Seven Forks waterfall is home to the
Kindaruma HEP dam. The dam is used to produce HEP energy.
More specifically 50% of all Kenya’s energy comes from HEP,
with 5% alone coming from this dam. As a result, Kenya can
produce a cheap and sustainable form of energy for its
population. this is good for development because they can
produce their own energy, meaning they don’t have to rely on
expensive imports from other countries. This means they can
invest their income elsewhere, for example, education or
healthcare.

However, this can also slow Kenya’s development. More
specifically, the dam flooded in 2018, displacing over 200
families. As a result, many families lost their homes and source
of income. This can slow Kenya’s development because the
government would have to pay to relocate families.
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Key terms

HEP— hydro electric power — water is released through a dam at high
speed. This turns electricity turbines to generate electricity

Small scale— a small number of people, usually benefits the local
community

Irrigation —watering crops

Displacement— people lose their homes due a disaster e.g. dam flooding
FDI—foreign direct investment is where foreign governments or
businesses invest in a particular country. This can involve building
projects, for example, improving infrastructure. It can also involve
offering job opportunities to local people.

Food security—reliable access to sage and nutritious food
Sustainable— meeting the needs of the present without compromising
the needs of those in the future

Renewable— can be used again and again





image6.png
Key terms
Aberdare Mountain Range
Kindaruma
HEP
Irrigation
Flooding
Displacement
Food security
Sustainable
Renewable
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1) State the 4 figure grid reference for:
a. The source of the Tana River
b. The mouth of the Tana River

2) State the 6 figure grid reference for:
a. Aberdare National Park
b. Mount Kenya

3) The name of the town closest to the mouth is...
4) The Tana river flows into the............ ocean.
5) Describe the route the river takes from its source

to mouth. Key terms: North East, South East, Mt
Kenya, East Kenya
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The TanaRiver The Kindaruma Dam is located in the upper course of the Tana River.

The Tana River is the longest river in Kenya.

More specifically .....

Source:

Mouth:

Upper Course

The upper course begins in the A...

mountain range. The River heads north east through
Embu County before snaking south east trough Tana
County into the middle course. There are many river

valleys in the upper course, but the most famous

feature is the... waterfall.

Extension: Explain how waterfalls are formed:.





