YEAR 8 HOME LEARNING PACK WEEK 1 RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
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2. What are Natural Resources and why are they important?

Writing frame:
A NATURAL RESOURCE is something that occurs naturally and which we can make use of. Resources can be categorized into renewable and non-renewable.

A renewable resource is….		+ More specifically…..
A way we can use this resource is……..
As a result……

A non-renewable resource is….	+ More specifically…..
A way we can use this resource is……..
As a result……
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COAL

Coal is a fossil fueland is a non-renewable resource. It is found
underground and can be extracted (taken out) by mining One day it will
run out and there will be none left. Currently the USA has the largest
amount of coal reserves in the world, followed by Russia and China.

Coal is very dirty and pollutes the atmosphere, but we use it in lots of ways
such as; heating our homes (open fires), creating electricity and steel
production.

OoIL

Oil is a fossil fuel and is a non-renewable resource. It is found in deep
underground. One day it will run out and there will be none left. Currently
Saudi Arabia has the largest amount of oil reserves in the world.

Crude oil is what it is called when it is taken from underground but it is
then processed (changed) into refined oil. We use it in lots of ways such as;
run cars, ships, planes and create electricity. It is also used to produce
plastics, such as plastic bottles and in fertilizers for farmers. When we burn
it greenhouses gas are released.

GAS

Natural gas is a fossil fueland is a non-renewable resource. It is found in
deep underground rock formations and has formed after millions of years.
One day it will run out and there will be none left. Currently Russia has the
largest amount of gas reserves in the world.

We can’t see natural gas because it is a gas, but we use it in lots of ways
such as; cooking in gas ovens, central heating in our homes and also to

power vehicles instead of petrol. When we burn it greenhouses gas are
released.

HEAT FROM THE EARTH (GEOTHERMAL)

Heat from magma underground but lying close to the surface is used to
create Geothermal Energy. This only occurs in places that have volcanic
activity such as Iceland. This is a renewable source as this heat will not run
out.

Geothermal Energy is used to heat homes, water and create electricity.

Soilis a thin layer on the earth’s surface and is a layer of minerals, water
and organic matter. Soil is very precious because without it we cannot grow
any crops for food as soil provides the nutrients needs to grow plants.
Soilis not a renewable resource as there is only so much of it on the earth.
It is also not equally shared as some places have lots of good quality soil
and others have landscapes that does not allow this.

WATER

Water is our most basic need. On average people use 150 litres of water
per day. This includes water for washing clothes and personal washing,
cooking, drinking, washing up and outdoor use.

Water can also be used to create energy such as hydro electricity (from fast
flowing rivers) and also wave energy from the oceans (waves making
turbines spin)., this helps to produce electricity. These are renewable
energies as they do not run out.

Whilst we have lots of water, fresh water is limited and this freshwater can
be polluted by humans





