Was Dunkirk a success or failure for Britain?
Do Now: Copy and complete.
1. WWII started on . . .
2. The Nazi-Soviet Pact was . . 
3. A ghetto was . . .
4. Anti-Semitism means . . .
5. Women benefitted from WWI because . . .
6. Women were given the vote in . . .

What can you infer from the following source?
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Read the following information:
In 1940 Nazi Germany started it’s attack on the Western Allies. (France and Britain)
The British with the French sent 400, 000 soldiers into France known as the British expeditionary force.
On the 10th May 1940 the Nazis unleashed their new method of Warfare on the allies.
The Germans cut the British and French armies in half and pushed them back. 
The French and British were in trouble. They were trapped and Germany’s forces were closing down on them.  
The British had to act quickly as their troops were trapped in France.
The evacuation of Dunkirk, also known as Operation Dynamo, was an evacuation of more 300, 000 soldiers French and British using more than 800 ships, small boats, fishing vessels etc. It was a real example of British morale and people coming together for the war effort. The Germans had the potential to wipe out more than 340, 000 soldiers and destroy the British and French forces.

We are going to look at some sources describing this event.
Read the source and discover where the information has come from and tell me how this might affect our understanding of it. (think about the purpose of why they are writing it and for which audience).

Then decide if it describes Dunkirk as a success or failure and explain why by picking out what quotes gave support this idea
Tell me what was the greatest success and the greatest failure for Britain and tell me why?

Write a PEE answering: Was Dunkirk a success or failure for Britain?
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An Example of what you should do is on the next page.
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Final Task:
Create your own Newspaper Front page; Headline, picture and most importantly a report on what happened. (what angle will you take; failure or success?)
[bookmark: _GoBack]OR
Create a soldiers letter home; you must include details of what happened and your morale
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Source 1: At
Dunkirk a
miracle was
born. This land
of Britain is rich
in heroes.

(BBC radio news
the day after the
evacuation )

The BBC, which is
British media
company, so they will
probably want to
show Britain in a good
light especially as this
was only a day after
the event so they will
want to make the
people feel safe and
boost morale in
England

success

It says that it was a
‘miracle’ that we even
survived and calls the
country one full of
‘heroes’ which tells
me it wants everyone
to believe that only
due to our men was
complete defeat
avoided and actually
we did quite well.
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Success

Source 1: At Dunkirk a miracle was born. This
land of Britain is rich in heroes.
(BBC radio news the day after the evacuation )

Failure

Source 2: All night and all day men of
the undefeated British forces have been
coming home.

(New York post newspaper 1940)

Source 5: The British army left behind 2,500
guns, 84,500 vehicles, 77,000 tons of
ammunition, 416,000 tons of supplies and
165,000 tons of petrol. 68,000 soldiers
were killed or taken prisoner.

(1975 British textbook)

Source 3: Stepping over the bodies we
marched onto the beach. A horrible stench of
blood and dead bodies.

(British Officer on the beaches 1940)

Source 6: For us the word Dunkirk will

always mean victory as the British and
French suffered the greatest defeat in

history.

(German newspaper 1940)

Source 4: Having all the small boats rescue
the soldiers and seeing so many return
created a great united spirit in Britain
which was vital if Britain was going to keep
fighting

(1952 British textbook)

Source 7: By 4 June, 338,226 men had been
evacuated, two thirds British, the rest
French.

(Book published in 1972 by a British soldier)





