D Day – Year 8:
Look at the following Photographs:
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Answer the following questions:
What do these pictures tell us about D day?



What can we infer from the sources in terms of equipment the army used?



What are the Sources limitations?



[image: ]
Read the following information.
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Answer the following questions:
Why was Normandy chosen for the invasion?

How many soldiers were needed to invade France?

The Code name for the attack was?

[bookmark: _GoBack]3 reasons the attack was a success was?
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Spider Diagram
Problems with invading a coastline and an invasion
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The Atlantic Wall

From the summer of 1942, the

German military starts creating Southampton  -0190N  Dover 8
defences along the European a Portsmouth

coast, from the Netherlands to the

Spanish border.

This ‘Atlantic Wall’ is intended to
prevent an Allied invasion force

from gaining a foothold on the
continent. It consists of gun
batteries, observation posts,
bunkers and radar towers.

The beach defences are further
backed up by tens of army
divisions, but only inadequate air
and naval forces. Although the
entire coast is heavily defended,
the greatest concentration of
forces is at the Pas de Calais, the
narrowest stretch of the English
Channel.
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Concentration of Forces

Throughout 1944, Britain is turned
into a huge military base, with
nearly three million members of all
forces gathered in southern
England.

Despite this concentration of
forces, the utmost secrecy is kept
and a detailed deception plan,
Operation Fortitude, is put in
place. Not only is the German
military unaware of where the
strike into Europe will come, but
when it does happen they fail to
realise that it is anything more
than a diversionary attack.

During the months leading up to
June 1944, the Allied air forces
drop a staggering 200,000 tons of
bombs on targets in France,
damaging Germany's ability to

reinforce the beaches.
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The Landings

The attack itself, codenamed

Neptune, is scheduled for first light

on 5, 6 or 7 June, and will initially

consist of five infantry divisions

landed on the beaches. A further

three airborne divisions will be - 4
dropped prior to the assault landings Pigcadilly
to secure the flanks and take vital Circus
bridges. -

Due to bad weather in the Channel, - - - L

D-Day is postponed from 5 to 6 June. -

Shortly after midnight, three airborne -

divisions - the US 82nd and 101st

and the British 6th, numbering over - - *
23,000 men - take off to secure the -
flanks of the beaches. En route are

the assault divisions, carried in a

myriad naval vessels and landing

craft. On their way to France they

rendezvous in the Channel at

‘Piccadilly Circus'. Throughout the

night, positions on the invasion

beaches are bombed, although many

miss their target due to the adverse Replay
weather. Key . ‘ events Next
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Securing the Beachheads

From 6.30am, the first five assault
divisions are delivered to their
beaches under cover of a fierce
naval bombardment of the German
shore defences. The British and
Canadians land at Gold, Juno and
Sword, and the Americans at Omaha
and Utah. A wide range of innovative
methods are used to overcome the
dense beach defences put in place
by the Germans.

Throughout the day, over 75,000
British and Canadian troops and
57,000 US troops are landed on the
beaches, from nearly 7,000 ships
and landing craft. By midnight the
Allies have secured their
beachheads. Due to the poor
German command structure, just
one ineffectual counter-attack has
been made during the day. Over the
next week, the Allies will expand
their beachhead strength to 16

oo [B ‘ Replay ‘ Start
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Photo # 26-C
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Photo # 26-G-2370 USS LST-21 unloads British tanks and trucks off Normandy. 6 June 1944
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G-59422  Troops on board a LCT
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Photo Army troops wade ashore on "Omaha





