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5 June 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Year 12 Students and Families,  
 
I am writing to you today with further information regarding the planned return to school for Year 
12 students from the week commencing Monday 15th June.  
 
Firstly, I make an apology to you for the size and content of this letter; it is long and may need re-
reading a number of times for clarity and full understanding with relevance to your child and our 
planned return. My aim is to provide you with as much information as I believe that you will need, 
but also to attempt to answer some of the questions and queries that were raised by the students 
that responded to the survey we sent, thank you for the time and attention to these.  
 
There is government guidance available to support schools but there are also some directions 
that must be followed. Year 10 and Year 12 students are to begin a return that provides some 
face-to-face teacher time in preparation for their final year of education as they prepare for end of 
stage courses and examinations in the summer of 2021.  One of the directions that must be 
followed is that each school will cater and provide for a quarter of the year group each day. The 
academy will not be able to provide for more than 15 students at any one time during phase one 
of re-opening. 
 
Controlling the number of students on a daily basis helps schools to effectively manage safety 
and all aspects of the government directions; the most important aspect of re-opening is safety, 
and I understand for many of you, this is the area you have most query and concern for.  It is vital 
at this stage that I make very clear about your child only attending on their timetabled day. This 
information will be sent next week. If a student arrives on a day when they are not scheduled, 
then they will not be permitted onto the school premises. I must ask please that our safety plans 
here are understood and followed, thank you.  
 
This support and the time in school is in addition, and to supplement the remote learning that 
students have been set by their teachers each day.  It is absolutely vital that all students are 
completing the work set for them by their teachers.  This term’s content begins to cover work and 
materials that will be part of assessed and examined courses in the summer examination series 
in 2021. I want every student to have the best opportunities to achieve their potential next 
summer and so have ensured our practice improves and adapts as the information we are given 
changes and updates.  
 
On the week commencing Monday 15th June, students will return for one day per week to be fully 
briefed on social distancing protocols, and attend an individual tutorial to discuss well-being and 
progress made through remote learning. The specific day and an outline of a timetable will be 
sent to you next week; this day of the week will continue until all students have had the 
opportunity to meet individually with staff.  Over time we anticipate being able to offer specialist 
subject teaching in small groups that comfortably maintain social distancing requirements.  We 
will be in further contact about this in due course.  
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The timing of the school day will be 9.00am arrival for check-in and registration, with a 
9.30am start to learning. Students will be dismissed at 1.15pm.  
 
Student feedback informs us that some of our students would like the opportunity to study in a 
quiet space. We will be offering a maximum of 10, bookable in advance private study spaces 
on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 2-4pm each week. This is in addition to 
students’ timetabled allocation. Please contact Miss Kempt to secure a space via email to 
Chere.Kempt@oasisisleofsheppey.org 
 
The academy is now preparing the buildings and environment. Students will return and wear 
academy dress code. We would like to keep additional items to a minimum.  
  
There is a one-way direction for all travel, for students and staff. This has been illustrated with 
floor markings which starts at the entrance of the school grounds. We will be asking everyone 
who walks to school to walk up on the left pathway towards the main gate.  
 
We have been made aware that some families are planning to bring other children to school in 
their car; this practice contradicts Covid 19 advice as you would be travelling with, or carrying 
somebody who does not live in your home. It would also be very difficult to follow 2 metre 
distancing in most vehicles. 
 
Upon arrival at the Sheerness building, all staff and students will clean their hands with hand 
sanitiser and will have their temperature taken and recorded by staff wearing full PPE. There will 
be in a private space for this.  Any student (or adult) whose temperature is 37.8C or above will be 
directed to an isolation room. Parents will be communicated with immediately and students will 
need to be collected and taken home and arrange for a coronavirus test. Students in these cases 
will not return to the academy for 7 days, or until the test result has been sent to school to 
confirm a negative result.  
 
From the main entry in Sheerness students will be registered and allocated a desk for their 
tutorial.  Lunch and other refreshments will not be available but small snacks will be allowed at 
the student desks. The Refectory will not be used until further notice.  Students are not allowed 
to share any food/drink items. They will need to keep their bag with them at all times. All students 
need to arrive with a filled bottle of water; the water fountains will also be out of use. 
 
The floors throughout the academy have 2 metre markers; movement of all people throughout 
corridors will be one-way only. This will be made clear and visual to students on arrival of Day 1.  
 
All classrooms will have a reduced quota of tables and chairs so that every seat provides the 2 
metre distancing required. Class sizes will therefore be significantly reduced; this supports 
government safety regulations to have only one quarter of the year groups attending per day, 
and therefore students only attending initially on one day per week.  
 
Each table is clearly marked with a specific seating position; this continues to keep 2 metre 
distancing in all spaces.  Every classroom will have the required tissues, hand sanitiser and bins 
to fulfil the ‘catch it, kill it, bin it’ government direction and also helping to promote positive 
respiratory hygiene.  
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The academy will provide all classroom and writing equipment; these will remain at the academy 
and not taken home so we reduce the possibility of contamination.  Students will have a named 
pencil case and exercise book that remain in their classroom; these will be cleaned and stored 
after their day and returned to them each week as they arrive and attend. They will remain in the 
same room and in the same seat for all lessons.  
 
All staff and students will be required to wash their hands after each lesson or room movement.  
Classrooms and used surfaces will be cleaned consistently throughout the academy day, 
followed by thorough cleaning procedures at the end of each day.  
 
On the first day of return, staff will support and teach the hand washing procedures and protocols 
required that ensure 20 seconds and also managing distancing as students move in and out of 
toilet cubicles and back into possibly moving corridors.  
 
On their first day students will have an informal assembly style ‘hello, welcome back and re-
introduction’ led by a member of the leadership team. In this lesson the academy leaders will talk 
through, in some points walk the pathways to explain and show all of the procedures that are 
required for re-opening, for safety and to hopefully help to ease any anxieties that students 
themselves may have. This session will also allow time and opportunity for students to ask any 
questions that they may have.  
 
The lessons that follow in subsequent weeks will be a version of a normal timetable. Where 
possible we aim to provide students with as many of their ‘normal’ teachers as possible, but this 
should not be an expectation as we need to safely manage the numbers of people in the 
academy at one time.  
 
The day will finish at 1.15pm and students will wash their hands before they leave. The 
departure from the academy will remain in single file and with 2 metre distancing following floor 
markers until they reach the main gates.  Students will walk on the pathway maintaining 
distancing. 
 
If during any part of the day a student feels or becomes unwell, or displays corona-like 
symptoms, the member of staff teaching or supervising at that time will communicate with our 
Health Advisor. The student will be taken to our Coronavirus Isolation Room where the 
necessary health checks will be made. All forms of illness will be communicated immediately with 
parents and carers; students will need to be collected on these occasions. Please ensure we 
have the most up to date contact details for your child. 
 
If during the health-check procedure there are coronavirus symptoms, we will ask for the child to 
be taken for a test, or a home test requested and the 7 day isolation period to be completed. The 
test result is also required for return to school; this can be sent to our health advisor via email to 
Vanessa.groves@oasisisleofsheppey.org  
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I hope that this letter and the volume of it has been able to provide you with the information that 
you need, and to see that we have taken considerable time and attention to plan the return to 
school.  If you still have further questions then please do not hesitate to contact me on email 
Helen.Curran@oasisisleofsheppey.org. 
 
I very much look forward to the return of students from the 15th June and I hope that you and 
your families are otherwise keeping safe, well and distanced.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Helen Curran 
Assistant Principal Key Stage 5 
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