
Year 10/11 – Drama – Unit 212 Classical Romeo and Juliet 
Contexts of the play

Key words

Historical The time/period the text was 

written in and the playwright was writing 

and the context within the text of when 

and where the narrative is set. For 

example written in the late 16th century 

based on two real feuding families  in 

Verona Italy.

Cultural The values and attitudes 

explored thematically in the text. Love 

and hate 

Social The relationships and interactions 

between the characters and the events in 

the text. For example Tybalt hating the 

Montagues. Romeo wanting to forget the 

feud.

Lots of oppositions parents v 

children/antithesis

Fate v free will

Love v hate 

Montagues v Capulets

Light and dark

Tomb v womb

Bridal bed v grave

How to explain the writer’s 

use of language

• The use of a prologue.
• The use of specific dialogue.
• Stage directions.

Techniques for lifting 
text off the page 

How has the writer 

communicated the 

role of the 

characters 

Period set/written
• Social aspects 
• Playwright intentions
• Artistic vision
• Characterisation
• Stage direction
• Impact on audience 
• Relationships on 

stage/other characters
• Semiotics
• Proxemics
• Conventions
• Spatial awareness 
• Genre
• Sub plot
• Imagery

• Facial expression
• Body language
• Tone of voice
• Pitch of voice
• Projection
• Pace
• Pause 
• Proximity
• Semiotics 
• Levels showing status
• Gesture
• Stance
• No fourth wall 
• Use of props 
• Use of staging 
• Use of set
• Spatial awareness

• Shakespearian 
• Rhythmical
• Lots of imagery/simile 

metaphor 
• Rhyme
• Rhyming couplets 
• Use of contractions 
• Explain why all the 

above are difficult 
when first reading the 
play.

• Explain how you 
overcome this( for 
example a second  read 
through, research etc) 

• Back up what you are 
stating with examples.


