
Macbeth – Knowledge Organiser

Main Plot 
Macbeth is a successful soldier for King Duncan. After a battle, he sees three 

witches who give him prophecies. They tell him that he will get the title ‘Thane 
of Cawdor’ and become King. They also tell his friend Banquo that his sons will 
be Kings. When the first prophecy comes true, Macbeth tells his wife about it 

and she helps him to create a plan to kill the King and take the throne. Macbeth 
becomes King but feels worried about his new position so kills Banquo to make 

sure that the prophecies remain a secret. Macbeth and Lady Macbeth are 
haunted by guilt for what they have done and begin to lose control of their 

minds. Macduff, another soldier, brings an army to help put Duncan’s son on 
the throne, the rightful king. Lady Macbeth commits suicide. Macduff kills 

Macbeth. Duncan’s son is crowned king.

Character Description

Macbeth A loyal warrior who becomes obsessed with the 
witches’ prophecies of power.

Lady Macbeth Macbeth’s wife who encourages his ambition but 
eventually loses her sanity.

Banquo Macbeth’s close friend and ally who also received 
prophecies from the witches.

King Duncan The King of Scotland who is murdered by Macbeth in 
his pursuit for power.

The Witches Three witches who seek to create chaos by giving 
Macbeth vague prophecies.

Macduff A brave warrior who is loyal to King Duncan and 
suspicious of Macbeth.

Key Context 
• Shakespeare wrote this play in 1606 and Macbeth is one of his tragedies. 
• Shakespeare often designed his plays to please the monarch at the time.
• The play is based on fact. Macbeth was a real king in the 11th century which is 

where Shakespeare’s story comes from. 
• Queen Elizabeth I died in 1603 and left no heir, so the throne passed to King 

James VI of Scotland. He became both King of Scotland and King James I of 
England.

• King James I was very superstitious, particularly about witches. He wrote 
books about witches and held witch hunts. 

• The  Great Chain of Being was the belief that the King was chosen by God. To 
interrupt this or to destroy the chain was to go against God and would cause 
chaos in the whole world.

Subject Terminology Definition

tragic hero A once great character who destined for a fall or
defeat during a tragedy.

tragedy A play dealing with tragic events or the downfall of 
key characters.

soliloquy A speech given by a character that no one else on 
stage can hear, showing their thoughts and 
feelings.

symbolism When an image or idea represents something else 
eg. Blood is symbolic for the Macbeth’s guilt.


