
Private Peaceful plot summary

Private Peaceful follows the early life of 
Tommo Peaceful, and is told from his 
perspective. The novel alternates 
between the present and Tommo’s 
recollection of the past.
Tommo remembers growing up in a 
rural village in England with his two 
brothers and mother, falling in love and 
poaching to provide food for the family.
Tommo deals with his brother, Charlie, 
and Molly falling in love and having a 
baby.
The outbreak of war shakes the village 
and the boys feel they have to join the 
army. Tommo deals with anxiety and 
fear, as well as facing challenges 
without his brother to help him. 
Finally, he remembers the abandoned 
dugout, where Charlie refused orders 
to stay with him.
Tommo has to remember his whole life 
in one night with the knowledge that 
death is waiting at six o’clock.

Context

World War 1 began on July 28, 1914. The conflict lasted four 
years, three months, ending in 1918. 

There were two sides in the war. The Triple Ententes (also 
known as The Allies) were Britain, France, Ireland and Russia. 

The Central Powers were Germany and Austria-Hungary.

World War 1 has many different names. It was called The 
Great War, the World War, the War to End all Wars, World 
War 1, WW1, the War of the Nations and more.

In the First World War between 1914 and 1918,, over 290 
soldiers of the British and Commonwealth armies were 

executed by firing squad, some for desertion and cowardice 
(as Charlie is), two for sleeping at their posts. It was only in 
2016 that authorities recognised the injustice they suffered 

and a pardon was granted in 2006.

In January 2016 the Military Service Act was passed. This 
imposed conscription on all single men aged between 18 
and 41 (a few were exempt). Those who did not join up 

were deemed cowardly.

Subject terminology:

simile- - a comparison using ‘like’ or ‘as’. 

metaphor – comparing two things by saying one thing is another.

oxymoron – two words with opposing meanings are used together intentionally for effect.

alliteration – close repetition of consonant sounds, especially initial consonant sounds.

personification - the attribution of a personal nature or human characteristics to something non-human.

imagery – painting a picture with words. 

analepsis – when a past event is narrated at a later point in the story. 

protagonist - the main character of the story.

antagonist – a character who opposes or is hostile to the protagonist. 

narrative voice – the person telling the story. 

tense – past, present and future. 

Character Description

Tommo Tommo narrates the story. He is the younger brother of 
Charlie and Big Joe. 

Charlie Tommo’s protective older brother, and Tommo’s hero.

Molly Charlie and Tommo’s best friend. They both fall in love 
with her. 

Mother After the death of her husband, she raises her sons on her 
own. A kind woman. 

Big Joe The eldest of the three boys and is disabled. He likes 
looking after animals. 

Grandma Wolf The boys’ Great Aunt. She looks after the boys whilst 
Mother is working. A cruel woman, especially to Big Joe. 

The Colonel Owns the manor house and surrounding land. 

Hanley A cruel Sergeant who bullies the soldiers, especially 
Charlie.

Wilkes A Kind Captain who improves the moral of the soldiers
and tries to protect Charlie and Tommo.


