
Romeo and Juliet – Knowledge 
Organiser

Character Description

Romeo Son of house Montague, and lover to Juliet across the play.
Predestined to fail in this tragedy of love.

Juliet Daughter of house Capulet, and lover to Romeo across the play.
Also predestined to fail in this tragedy of love.

Mercutio Romeo’s best friend. Quick witted and a source of ridicule for 
the development of love throughout the play.

Tybalt The “prince of cats” and a fiercely talented warrior. He is Juliet’s
cousin, but is predominantly characterised by his short temper.

Friar Lawrence A kind hearted cleric who helps Romeo and Juliet throughout 
the play. He does however see the marriage of the two as an 
opportunity to end the civil war and return peace to Verona

Paris Suitor to Juliet as well as a powerful social and political figure.
Paris represents prearranged marriage in the face of true love.

Key Context 
• Shakespeare wrote this play between 1591-1596 and the play is one of his 

most famous tragedies.
• Shakespeare often designed his plays to please the monarch at the time.
• People in Shakespeare’s time believed in astrology; that their futures were 

pre-determined by the stars.
• A women’s primary purpose in Shakespeare’s England was to marry someone 

of greater wealth and power than their family.
• Christians believed that suicide was a mortal sin. To Elizabethans, life was 

sacred. To take it would be considered one of the worst crimes imaginable.
• Elizabethans held the ideas of loyalty and masculinity in high regard.
• Marriage was seen as a means of gaining power and wealth, not as a means 

to be with the one that you love.

Subject Terminology Definition

sonnet a poem of fourteen lines using any of a number of 
formal rhyme schemes. Normally around ten 
syllables per line.

tragedy A play dealing with tragic events or the downfall of 
key characters.

soliloquy A speech given by a character that no one else on 
stage can hear, showing their thoughts and 
feelings.

symbolism When an image or idea represents something else 
eg. Poison representing the feud between the 
houses

Main Plot 
The houses of Montague and Capulet are caught in the middle of a brutal civil war that is 
causing havoc across the city of Verona. The prince states that after a recent chaotic brawl, 
that the next occurrence would result in the execution of those involved. Regardless, Romeo 
and friends crash a masquerade ball set up by Lord Capulet. Romeo meets Juliet, fall in love 
and arrange with Friar Lawrence to be secretly married. Tybalt challenges Romeo to dual for 
crashing the ball. Romeo refuses to fight, so Mercutio fights in his place and dies. Enraged, 
Romeo kills Tybalt and is banished by the Prince. Arranged to marry Paris, Juliet joins Friar 
Lawrence in a scheme to fake her death so she can live free with Romeo. Romeo hears only 
of her death and not the fakery and so returns to Verona to kill himself in her tomb. He finds 
Paris there, they fight, and Romeo wins. He drinks a poison and dies. Juliet awakens, realises 
what happened and kills herself as well. The Prince and the Lord’s Capulet and Montague 
broker peace over the deaths of the children; erecting golden statues of the lovers in a newly 
peaceful Verona.


