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19th March 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers & Students 
 
Academy Closure 
 
I am writing to you today with information for you and your children following the government 
decision to formally close schools at 3pm on Friday 20th March 2020. The decision to do so will 
not have been one that was easy to come to, but in the management of the coronavirus 
pandemic it is the decision to reduce the spread of this moving forwards.  The academy will be 
closed to all children until further notice; those who have been identified to remain in education 
will be contacted individually.  This communication will take place on Friday 20th March 2020.  
 
The academy, like the majority of schools nationwide will operate a ‘remote’ education. This will 
have two forms – an online version where education and learning materials are delivered by 
teachers to students via students’ school emails, Show My homework and other online resources 
where appropriate. Students without internet access will be provided with a paper-based 
curriculum.  
 
This letter aims to provide some guidance for you as parents in the delivery of education in both 
of these cases. You will also find enclosed in this pack a letter that we had prepared ready for 
sending before the Prime Minster made his announcement.  We have gone ahead in sending this 
to you as the information is still relevant, and we are keen that you receive this pack without 
delay.   
 
The academy has the responsibility to ensure that education continues for all children; the 
expectation for families is to ensure that children engage fully with the curriculum and work that is 
provided in both cases. Teachers will provide full and clear instruction on what is expected to 
support this. Children will have enough work for each lesson they are scheduled for.  To support 
this we have provided a timetable with this letter so you can see the work that will be expected 
daily and so you are able to check this has been completed. 
 
Online/Remote Learning 
 
Students will receive an email at 8.30am every morning from their Mentor.  An email response to 
the Mentor is required every day to gain a remote attendance mark and for the academy to 
ensure safeguarding measures are followed. This needs to be sent by 9.00am when children 
would normally be expected to be at school.  
 
Your child will also receive an email from their subject teachers for the day, following their current 
timetable by 10.00am.  These will all come in the morning for the work expected to complete 
throughout the day. This will also be placed on Show My Homework. Some of this work will be 
requested back to teachers. This will be made clear in every email.  
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Your child has been shown how to access their email; there is a Help Guide on the academy 
Online Learning page   
 
 There are other Help Guides online to support with access to Office 354, Show My Homework, 
Hegarty Maths and Bedrock Learning. The login information is enclosed in this pack.   
 
The academy has also placed ‘Knowledge Organisers’ on the academy website in the Online 
Learning page; these are an outline of the termly work in all subjects. Work provided for academy 
closure mirrors these as much has been so far possible. If you have any questions, please 
communicate with the subject teacher by email.  
 
Paper Based Learning 
You will receive a phone call in the morning and we will request to speak to your child to ensure 
our safeguarding processes are complete.  
 
We will be provided with a paper-version of expected school work to complete this term.  This will 
be given on Friday 20th March and there will be enough for at least the first week. In the resource 
pack of work to do, your child is expected to complete one piece from each subject that follows 
their normal lesson timetable, as much as possible.  
 
A copy of their timetable has been included in the pack.  In addition, you have also been sent a 
copy of the termly Knowledge Organiser to demonstrate all topics of learning this term. This 
should be used to make notes from and students can be tested on this knowledge by parents or 
siblings. 
 
Reading 
One of the most effective methods of improving all round progress is to develop vocabulary 
through reading. We would encourage parents and carers to ask their child to read for at least 30 
minutes a day. If available they should vary the types of books required. 
 
The academy is in full support to ensure that all families/students who are eligible for Free 
School Meals receive this lunchtime meal.  Children on free school meals should collect this at 
the following locations and times.   
 
Sheerness location – Tescos Car park 12:00- 1:00 
Minster location – Minster Working Men’s Club 12:00 – 1:00 
Eastchurch location – Village Hall 11:30 – 12:30 
Bayview location – Bayview Public House 12:15 – 12:45 
Leysdown location – Merlins Car Park 1:00 – 1:30 
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Safeguarding 
 
All students will be receiving contact either by telephone or via email daily from their mentor 
and/or other identified staff member whilst we are closed in term time. The academy has also set 
up a safeguarding email for parents/carers and students which may be used to report any 
safeguarding concerns whilst we are closed or to request contact from the Safeguarding Team.  
This is safeguarding@oasisisleofsheppey.org  
 
To help yourself and your child stay well while at home, you should: 

 drink plenty of water to stay hydrated – drink enough so your urine is pale and clear 

 take paracetamol to help ease your symptoms if unwell 

 stay in touch with family and friends over the phone or on social media, to help you avoid 
feeling low or lonely 

 try to keep yourself busy – you could try activities like cooking, reading, online learning 
and watching films 

 do light exercise if you feel well enough to 
 

And remember: if you or your child feels ill and you want to know what to do next, please use 
NHS 111 online. 

If you have any questions regarding the above information, please do not hesitate to contact 
us via phone or email and we’ll be happy to support.   
 

We understand that the spread of the virus may be concerning for you or your child.  By 
following the government’s advice on good hygiene and frequent handwashing (gov.uk and 
search ‘coronavirus’), and by self-isolating as a household for 14 days should you develop a 
new consistent cough or develop a high temperature (accessing NHS111 online should your 
conditions get worse), there is no need to be alarmed.    
 

We will continue to update you via letter or text, and by updating the Academy website.  I 
thank you sincerely for your continued and on-going support for our academy community at 
this time.   
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
Tina Lee 
Principal 
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