
Paper 2: Cold War  



Origins of the Cold War: Timeline

1 1941 Formation of the Grand Alliance

2 1943 The Tehran Conference

3 Feb 1945 The Yalta Conference 

4 1945 WW2 Ends

5 July 1945 Potsdam Conference

6 1946 Churchill’s Iron Curtain speech

7 1946 Long and Novikov Telegram

8 1947 Truman Doctrine

9 1947 Marshall Plan 

10 1947 Cominform established

11 1949 Comecon established 

12 Jun 1948 – Berlin Blockade begins 

13 1948-49 Berlin Airlift 

14 May 1949 Berlin Blockade Ends 

15 1949 NATO set up 

16 1949 USSR possess atomic bomb 

17 1953 Stalin dies 

18 1955 Warsaw Pact  set up 

19 1956 Hungarian Uprising 

Key Events: 

24 Two consequences of 
the Tehran, Yalta &
Potsdam conferences:

1) Tensions between USA and USSR building. Stalin suspicious that the West did not want the 
Soviet Union to emerge strongly from the war. 

2) Differences are beginning to emerge; clear desire on both sides to restrict size of other’s sphere, 
capitalism versus communism, free elections versus one-party dictatorship.

25 Two consequences 
development of the 
atomic bomb:

1) US possession of the atomic bomb worsened distrust. Up until 1949, the USA thought it could 
use it’s monopoly of nuclear weapons to deter Soviet attack. Suspicion caused Arms Race.

2) By mid 1950s the development of weapons meant that any nuclear war would destroy both 
sides (MAD) so both sides had to find ways of stopping disputes without nuclear weapons. 

26 Two consequences of 
Long and Novikov
telegrams (1946):

1) Shows that peace between a communist Soviet Union and capitalist USA was not possible. 
Ideological lines defining the Cold War. 

2) Shows both sides were building up military strength to stop the expansion of the other. 

27 Two consequences of 
creation of Soviet 
satellite states in 
Eastern Europe:

1) The USA saw the Soviet takeover of Eastern Europe as a betrayal of the Yalta agreement that 
promised free elections. Soviet Union argued it needed as ‘buffer zone’ protecting it from attack 
from the west. 

2) Some saw this as evidence of Soviet take over of Western Europe. USA more determined to 
contain communism through military and economic assistance. 

28 Two consequences of 
Truman Doctrine and 
the Marshall Plan, 
(1947):

1) Truman Doctrine indicated division of world into communist and non-communist, and 
represented a change in US foreign policy to containment of communism.

2) Increased tension. Stalin accused the USA of using the Plan for its own selfish interests – to 
dominate Europe. Stalin responded by setting up Cominform and Comecon enabling more 
control of bloc.

29 Two consequences of 
Cominform (1947), 
Comecon (1949):

1) Coniform got rid of any opposition to Soviet control in satellite states and Comecon prevented 
countries signing up to Marshall Plan. This increased Soviet control over bloc,

2) Europe now divided into two spheres of influence (capitalist and communist) separated by the 
iron curtain. 

30 Two consequences of 
Berlin Crisis (blockade 
and airlift) (1948-490:

1) Confirmed the divisions of East and West Germany and Berlin. Capitalist sides were soon united 
into Federal Republic of Germany. Stalin responded by forming the  German Democratic 
Republic.

2) Greatly increased tensions between superpowers. Truman viewed this as a major victory, Stalin 
felt humiliated. Also led to the creation of NATO

31 Two consequences of 
formation of NATO 
(1949): 

1) USA now committed to the defence of Western Europe and would not accept Soviet aggression.
2) Increased tension. Stalin did not believe NATO was a defensive alliance but aimed against the 

Soviet Union. Eg. Developments in West Germany to make it part of NATO in 1955 and allow the 
nation to remilitarise were seen by Stalin as a direct threat. Led to Warsaw Pact.

32 Two consequences of 
Warsaw Pact (1955):

1) The formation of the Warsaw Pact meant there were now two opposing alliances in 
Europe separated by the Iron Curtain. Both alliances planned for military action 
against the other, including the use of nuclear and conventional weapons. 

2) The Warsaw Pact gave the Soviet Union direct control over the armed forces of it’s 
satellite states, thus strengthening it’s grip on Eastern Europe. 

33 Two consequences of 
Hungarian Uprising 
(1956):

1) 200,000 Hungarians fled the country and became refugees. Hungary was firmly back in Soviet 
control. The West were critical of Russian action, but took no action. The crisis showed America 
would not interfere in areas that were already communist.

2) The Russian response re-affirmed Khrushchev's position as a strong leader, and sent a message 
to any other Warsaw Pact country which was thinking of breaking away from the Soviet Union
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Key Words 

20 Communism The political belief that everyone should be 
equal, governed under a single political party, 
and share their wealth among the whole 
population.

21 Capitalism The political belief that people should be free to 
do what they want, vote for a political leader, 
and earn as much money as they want.

22 Satellite 
States

Russia had twice been invaded by Germany 
through weak countries in E. Europe. Stalin 
wanted these countries to become satellite 
states (Russian controlled) to protect Russia

23 Containment U.S. policy of ‘containing’ communism to the 
areas it already existed and allowing no further 
expansion into Eastern Europe. 



2) Cuban Missile Crisis (1962)
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After the Bay of Pigs Khrushchev now viewed Cuba as a logical base on which to house nuclear weapons that could threaten the 
American mainland. Military build up - By 1962, Khrushchev had continued to send weapons to Cuba, but had also begun to set 
up Ballistic Missile bases. 
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Kennedy reacts to photo: an American U2 spy plan photographed missile bases. The intercontinental ballistic missiles could hit 
almost all American cities and the launch sites could be operational by November. This posed a threat to U.S. security 
Blockade: put in place to prevent Russian ships from delivering military materials.
24th October – Soviet ships turn back.
26th October - Khrushchev sent Kennedy a letter, offering to remove the missiles if the blockade was removed and there was a 
promise not to invade Cuba.
27th October – Tougher letter sent to Kennedy
28th October - The US promised to remove missiles in Turkey once Soviet missiles were removed from Cuba. Blockade removed.
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1) Praise for Kennedy: Many people viewed Kennedy as a great statesman who had stood up well to communism.
2) Embarrassment for Kruschchev: Many politicians in Russia felt Khrushchev had been humiliated by the inexperienced 

Kennedy. Khrushchev was removed from power in 1964.
3) ‘Hotline’ There was a great reduction of tension following the crisis. A telephone line was set up between Moscow and 

Washington which allowed the leaders of the superpowers to communicate quickly (and not send letters).
4) Treaties:  Limited Test Ban Treaty signed in 1963 – USA and Russia agreed to stop testing weapons in the atmosphere
Nuclear non-proliferation Treaty signed in 1968 - Superpowers agreed to help stop the spread on nuclear weapons.

Cold War Crisis: Timeline

1 1958 Khrushchev's Berlin Ultimatum

2 May 1959 Geneva Summit 

3 1960 Paris Summit 

4 June 1961 Vienna Summit

5 1961 Berlin Crisis 

6 1961 Construction of the Berlin Wall

7 April 1961 Bay of Pigs Incident 

8 Oct 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis 

9 1963 Kennedy visits West Berlin 

10 Oct 1963 Limited Test Ban Treaty

11 1964 Brezhnev becomes new leader of USSR

12 1967 Outer Space Treaty

13 1968 Non-Nuclear Proliferation Treaty

14 Jan 1968 Prague Spring Reforms (Jan-Aug)

15 Aug 1968 Soviet Invasion of Czechoslovakia 

History Paper 2 –- Superpower Relations - Key topic 2: Cold War crises, 1958– 70

1) Berlin Crisis 
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Refugee crisis - Berlin was a symbol of capitalist prosperity in the heart of 
the communist Soviet Union. More than 20,000 leaving USSR to the West 
daily. 
Brain Drain - Large numbers of refugees who left were talented workers. 

17

K
ey

 E
ve

n
ts

:

Berlin Ultimatum (1958)- Khrushchev demanded that the USA leave West 
Berlin.
Paris Summit –(1960) Relations between Eisenhower and Khrushchev were 
poor because an American U2 spy plane had been shot over Russia. 
Vienna Summit (1961) - Khrushchev again called for the U.S. to leave Berlin, 
but Kennedy rejected. He increased U.S. defense by $3.5 billion the next 
month.
Construction of Berlin (1961) - Khrushchev closed the boarder between East 
and West Berlin in August with high wall, with nobody allowed in or out.
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Initial Stand-off: The U.S. lined it’s side with tanks, so the soviets responded. 
One wrong move and there was a serious possibility of armed conflict.
Impact on Germans: migration from East to West Berlin (and Europe) 
became almost impossible. Berliners were separated from their loved ones 
and those who tried to cross the wall were shot.
Ease of tensions: The building of the wall essentially settled the dispute over 
Berlin. The refugee crisis from East to West stopped and the superpowers 
stopped conflicting over the city.
Political tool: Kennedy used the wall as a political tool. He visited Berlin in 
1963 and said the wall was a reminder of the failures of communism. 200,00 
came to here him speak.

3) Prague Spring and the Soviet Invasion of Czechoslovakia (1968) 
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Failures of Communism in Czechoslovakia: By late 1960s communism was unpopular.
• The communist leader in Czech (Novotny) was particularly hard
• Czech economy in decline. Soviet union forced Czech to produce goods for the Soviet economy, yet the Czech’s needed 

those raw materials. As such, the standard of living was very low.
• Demands for greater democracy had been ignored (eg. Novotny) had failed to release political prisoners 
Soviet Fears: Though Brezhnev supported Dubcek, he was fearful:
• Other Czech parties began to propose even more radical changes. 
• Brezhnev became concerned that Czechoslovakia would soon propose to leave the Warsaw Pact and join NATO.
• Brezhnev was also concerned that the reforms would spread to other communist countries.
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Prague Spring Reforms: 
Alexander Dubcek, a communist, proposed reforms to Russian leader Brezhnev. They were known as the ‘Prague Spring:’
• General political freedom (including free speech and release of political prisoners). Freedom of press also to be granted
• Democratic elections and a multi-party state
• Contact with the West and rights to set up trade links with capitalist powers
Soviet Invasion: 20th August 1968 –
• Warsaw Pact troops invade Czechoslovakia. 
• The Czechs protested by throwing petrol bombs at the tanks and roughly 100 people were killed. 
• Dubcek and other reformers were arrested and forced to reverse the reforms they had made. They were replaced with 

hardline communists.
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1) Brezhnev Doctrine: Brezhnev’s doctrine stated that the Soviet Union had the right to invade any communist country 
who’s actions appeared to threaten the entire Eastern Bloc. Following the events in Czechoslovakia, this was to be the 
new normal for Russia.

2) Czechoslovakia - Demonstrations occurred throughout Czechoslovakia against the invasion. A student named Jan Palach
set himself on fire in protest. The new Soviet rule under Gustav Husak was strict communist rule.

3) Temporary increase in tension - The events caused a temporary increase in tension, as America condemned Russia’s 
actions. However, America was at war with Vietnam at this point, and therefore did not intervene in the crisis.

4) Communist countries - The invasion sent a message that the USSR would not tolerate any country trying to reform their 
policies or break away from the Soviet Union. Despite this, some countries like Romania took an increasingly 
independent stance from Russia. Romania had refused to send troops to help the invasion and Albania did the same, 
leaving the Warsaw Pact in 1968. Following 1968, Romania and Yugoslavia moved closer to China, and distanced 
themselves from Russia.



The End of the Cold War: Timeline

1 1969 SALT talks begin – Détente

2 July 1971 SALT I signed 

3 Aug 1975 Helsinki Accords Signed

4 June 1979 SALT II signed 

5 Dec 1979 Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan

6 1980 Carter Doctrine

7 1980 US boycott of Moscow 
Olympics

8 1983 Regan proposes Strategic 
Defence Initiative (‘Star Wars’)

9 Mar 1984 Gorbachev becomes Soviet 
Leader

10 Nov 1985 Geneva (“Fireside”) Summit

11 Oct 1986 Reykjavik Summit

12 June 1987 ‘Tear down this wall’ speech by 
Reagan

13 Dec 1987 INF Treaty Signed

14 Dec 1988 Gorbachev announces the end 
of the Brezhnev Doctrine

15 Aug 1989 Hungary opens it’s borders to 
East Germans

16 Oct 1989 Soviets announce Eastern bloc 
states can go their way

17 Nov 1989 Berlin Wall falls 

18 Dec 1989 Communist governments fall in 
Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria 

19 Dec 1989 Malta Summit 

20 Oct 1990 Germany reunified 

21 Jul 1991 Warsaw Pact dissolved 

22 Jul 1991 START Treaty Ratified by US 
and USSR

23 Aug 1991 Formal end of Cold War 
Gorbachev resigns. 

24 Dec 1991 Soviet Union breaks up 

History Paper 2 - The end of the Cold War Key Events:  The end of the Cold War, 1970–91

25 4 causes of 
Détente 

1. Cuban Missile Crisis scared both superpowers – the hotline and test ban treaties show they could work together.
2. America were stuck in long Vietnam war. It occupied their total attention
3. New president Nixon visited China in 1971 – Brezhnev did not want a close relationship to develop between China and the USA so he 

invited Nixon to Moscow in 1972. 
4. The Russian economy was weak and they wanted to reduce arms spending

26 Détente The period of peace between the superpowers in the 1970s, characterized by meetings between the leaders and agreements.

27

4 Consequences of 
Détente

1) SALT 1 - 5 year ‘freeze’ on the number of ICBMs. Anti-Missile systems only allowed at 2 sites BUT no limits put on strategic bombers. Each 
side was allowed to use satellite to ensure the other was not breaking the deal (so spying continued). 

2) Nixon visits Moscow (1974) Leaders agreed to: continue to remove danger of war, limit and eventually end the arms race, promote 
increased understanding and cooperation's between the countries. 

3) Helsinki Accords (1975) Europe’s borders were officially recognized by Russia. Russia accepted the existence of West Germany as an 
independent nation, calls were made for greater cooperation, particularly in science, each side had to respect universal human rights like 
freedom of speech, religion etc.

4) SALT II - Treaty limited development of new offensive weapons, placed limits on weapons that already existed (e.g. ICBM).

28 5 Causes of Soviet 
Invasion of 
Afghanistan 

1) Afghanistan neighbored the oil fields of the middle east. These generated wealth for America and had to be protected.
2) Afghanistan neighbored the Soviet Union and so a hostile government would present a threat to Russia.
3) Peoples Democratic Party of Afghanistan  (PDPA)– communist party has been in power since 1978 (unpopular). 
4) Many people join the Mujahedeen – a guerilla army – because they are angry at anti-Muslim policies of the PDPA.
5) Brezhnev fearful of Islamic fundamentalism - Russia send in 50,000 troops to Afghanistan to protect the PDPA. 

29 3 consequences of 
Soviet Invasion of 
Afghanistan 

1) End of détente - Relations were at their lowest point since Cuban Missile Crisis 
2) Carter Doctrine - USA would use military force to defend interests in Middle East and it promised military aid to countries bordering 

Afghanistan
3) Olympic Boycott - The USA refused to attend the 1980 Olympics held in Moscow. 61 other countries joined them. 

30 Importance of 
Regan’s new 
policies 

1) Fighting communism - main feature of new U.S. President Raegan’s foreign policy
2) Increased defense spending - Raegan wanted to get over the humiliating loss of America in Vietnam . He announced the U.S. defense 

program (1981-1987) would cost 1 trillion dollars. 
3) Nuclear Utilization Target Selection (NUTS) – this meant targeting your weapons at enemy weapons to destroy them
4) SDI (Start Wars) - a system of lasers that would shoot down incoming nuclear weapons proposed by Raegan. This would give the US a 

huge advantage in the arms race

31 Causes of New 
Thinking 

Gorbachev was leader of Soviet Union from 1985. He was aware of the issues facing Russia and new the country would need to change or see its 
empire collapse. He led a series of reforms  aimed at modernizing the Soviet Union and Russian economy.

32 3 Key Features of 
Gorbachev’s “New 
Thinking” 

Perestroika - Rrestructuring of the Soviet political and economic system (eg. local government elections).
Glasnost - Russian for ‘openness.’ The aim  was to have greater freedom of speech.  
Liberalisation – Gorbachev wanted the USSR to be more liberal e.g. releasing political prisoners, publishing banned books

33 5 Consequences of 
Gorbachev’s ‘New 
Thinking’ 

1) End of Brezhnev Doctrine - meant Russia would not interfere in Soviet Satellite states politics
2) Arms limitation talks  eg. Geneva Accords committed the countries to speeding up arms talks, banishing chemical weapons and being more 
active in human rights issues
3) Reykjavik (1986) - Leaders committed to reducing their nuclear arsenals. Raegan did not back down on the SDI (Star wars).
4) INF (1987) - Treaty eliminated ground-launched nuclear missiles. Gorbachev agreed to this deal because he had become Russia simply could 
not keep up with America in defense spending. As a result, Gorbachev became very popular in the West.
5) Impact on Eastern Europe. Gorbachev hoped satellite states would accept the reforms. Instead, the realization that the Soviet Union would 
not interfere in their politics prompted radical political change.

34 4 Causes of 
collapse of Soviet 
Union 

1) Changes in Eastern Europe - In 1989 a non-communist government elected in Poland. Hungary opened its border with Austria, creating a gap 
in the Iron Curtain and people began migrating to the capitalist West. In 1990, free elections were promised in Hungary. By 1990, the Baltic 
States had declared their independence from Russia
2) Developments in East Germany - Demonstrations occurred in 1989 and there were calls for changes to government. On 4th November, 1 
million people protested to demand free elections. East Germans escaped to West Germany through Hungary so Berlin wall is useless.
3) Fall of Berlin Wall (9th November 1989). West and East Germany were united. This new Germany joined NATO.
4) Gang of Eight - A group of communists known as the ‘gang of eight’ organized a coup to remove Gorbachev - unsuccessful. 
In 1991, Gorbachev resigns and officially announced the dissolution of the Soviet Union. 

35 Significance of 
collapse of Soviet 
Union 

Clear that the former satellite states had now rejected communism and former satellite states not reliant on Russia for military help. As a result, 
military co-operation between states ended in 1990 and Warsaw Pact was dissolved in 1991.


