
Timeline

1 1509 Henry’s accession to the 
throne Henry marries Arthur’s 
widow, Catherine of Aragon 
Wolsey appointed to the Privy 
Council 

2 1512 Henry declares war against 
France

3 1513 Wolsey organises the invasion 
of France

4 1514 Wolsey negotiates peace with 
France Wolsey appointed 
Archbishop of York 

5 1515 Wolsey becomes a cardinal 
and Lord Chancellor of England 

6 1516 Cromwell becomes a member 
of Wolsey’s household 
Catherine gives birth to Mary, 
later Queen Mary Tudor

7 1518 Treaty of London 

8 1520 Field of the Cloth of Gold: 
meeting between Henry and 
Francis I of France

9 1525 The Amicable Grant Resistance 
in several counties, notably in 
Suffolk

10 1526 The Eltham Ordinances 
reduces the size of the Privy 
Council Henry falls in love with 
Anne Boleyn

11 1528-29 Wolsey and Cardinal 
Campeggio try the case to 
annul Henry’s marriage with 
Catherine of Aragon 

12 1529 Annulment case referred to 
Rome Wolsey dismissed as 
Lord Chancellor Thomas More 
becomes Chancellor

13 1530 Wolsey dies at Leicester 

1. Henry the VIII, Renaissance Prince

14 What were main features 
of English life in 1509?

1. Important of London - Most Tudor people lived in the countryside, but some people lived in towns (like London). 
2. Farming society - Most of the population (over 90 %) lived in small villages and made their living from farming.
3. Trade - Cloth and wool trade were very significant.

15 How did Henry VIII inherit 
the throne?

1. Wealthy - Henry’s inherited a secure throne with no major challengers and a full treasury (lots of money). 
2. Popular – His accession to the throne was greeted with enthusiasm.  He was described as a ‘Renaissance Prince.’ 

16 What was Henry’s VIII 
character like?

Strengths – youth, appearance, glamour, well-educated, talented athlete, he encouraged talented men regardless of birth.
Weaknesses – no experience, disliked the daily duties of a monarch, stubborn., some viewed him as harsh

17 What was Henry VIII’s aim 
as monarch?

His view of monarchy: He believed in the divine right of kings (King gets authority from God) and the king was all-powerful. 

His aims: to establish England as a major force in European affairs, and to recover lands in France.

2. The rise of Wolsey and his policies 

18 Why did Wolsey rise to 
power?

1. His personality – Wolsey was ambitious for power. He was charming and gifted – gained his degree from Oxford University aged 15. 
2. His roles – Wolsey organised invasion of France (1513) and was made Lord Chancellor and cardinal by 1515 (Chief Minister)
3. His wealth – He accumulated massive personal wealth, shown in building of Hampton Court Palace. 

19 What were Wolsey’s 
domestic reforms?

1. Enclosures - Wolsey tried to support common people by recovering crown lands from nobles - caused poverty in rural areas. 
2. Finance – Introduced a new tax called a  subsidy to collect more money. Passed 1515 Act of Parliament which took back land. 
3. Justice - Used courts to speed up justice, especially for the poor, Wolsey used the Star Chamber to deal with cases from poor.
4. Eltham Ordinances - The King’s palaces were dirty, people were badly behaved and money was wasted. So Wolsey drew up a list of rules (the 

Eltham Ordinances): sacking servants who were sick or not needed, meals at set times, dogs were banned.
5. Amicable Grant – Wolsey claimed this would be a friendly gift, not a tax. People would give money because they love the king.

20 Reasons for and reactions 
to the Amicable Grant 
(1525)?

Reasons: Henry VIII wanted to invade France but had no money. Wolsey passed a tax without asking parliament. People had to pay 1/6 of their 
income – they had 10 weeks to find the money.
Reactions: Resulting discontent and rebellion, for example in Suffolk. Humiliation of Wolsey. Henry VIII abandoned French invasion. In 1525, 4000 
men in Suffolk fought back. The collection was stopped. Wolsey did not attempt to pass taxes again.

3. Wolsey’s foreign policy

21 What were Wolsey’s 
foreign policy aim?

Ultimate aim: To be seen as equal to France and Holy Roman Empire (two most powerful states) . His Aims were not exactly the same as Henry VIII
but he wanted to carry out the Kings wishes and be peace maker between European states.  

22 What were the success 
and failures of Wolsey’s 
foreign policy?

Successes: Treaty of London, 1518, the highpoint of his diplomacy, agreed all European countries would live in peace.
Field of Cloth of Gold, 1520, meeting between Henry and Francis 1 of France, impressive display of English wealth.

Treaty of Bruges, 1521, secret treaty of alliance between England and Spain, detailed plans for a war with France. 
Failures: : Biggest failure was that Charles V and Henry VIII did not support each other. 
War against France 1522-25 – expected support from Charles did not arrive. Failure. Very expensive. 
Treaty of Westminster 1527 – Charles took control of Rome and the Pope. 
War against Charles V  1528 – England had become Charles’ enemy but Wolsey needed his support to get Henry’s marriage annulled
Treaty of Cambrai 1529 – Confirmed Charles V controlled Northern Italy. 

4. Wolsey, Catherine, the succession and annulment

23 What were Henry’s 
reasons for an annulment 
with Catherine of Aragon?

Need for male heir - he could marry again and have a son, ending fears of war over who would be the next king. (Henry’s desperation for a son to 
continue the dynasty as Catherine passed child-bearing age by the mid-1520s). 
God’s will – Henry had married his brother’s wife. Henry saw deaths of two baby sons as punishment from God. Love - in love with Anne Boleyn

24 Who opposed the 
annulment?

Charles V – Catherine of Aragon was Charles’ aunt, he was also no longer Henry’s ally so he didn’t see why he should help. 
Churchmen and ministers in England; there was popular support for Catherine. Her behaviour and dignity one a lot of support. 
Pope Clement VII – Since 1527, the Pope was largely controlled by Charles V. 

25 Why did Wolsey fall from 
power? 

1. Foreign policy failures - Wolsey was unable to control nobles in court. Weakened his power base. He had few allies
2. Failure to get divorce - Failed to weaken the grip Charles V had over Pope. Wolsey as Cardinal was expected to have sway over the Pope but 

was unable to persuade him. Henry was disappointed. 
3. The Boleyn Faction - Anne Boleyn opposed Wolsey, her father and two brothers also turned Henry against Wolsey.
4. Wolsey’s personality  - Some nobles resented his beginnings. He appeared to take power at others expense. 
5. Henry’s decision – Henry was indecisive. He felt Wolsey had been disloyal, putting Queen Catherine before him. 
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1. Cromwell’s rise to power, 1529–34

23 Describe Cromwell’s 
background and early career

Background: He was the son of a Putney innkeeper and brewer. 
Early career: He was a successful lawyer and merchant; he travelled in Europe and supported Protestant ideas; 
He worked for Wolsey from 1516 and became a trusted adviser. 
He was elected as MP for Taunton from 1529 and was a member of the Privy Council from 1530

24 Explain why Cromwell rose 
to become Henry’s chief 
minister. 
• Personal qualities 
• Experience
• The annulment

1. Personal qualities: He had legal training and experience (lawyer & MP), he had no very strong religious views but his sympathies were with 
the Protestants, very loyal to Henry VIII, very ambitious, intelligent and inventive.

2. Experience with Wolsey: He worked as Wolsey’s legal advisor (gave him experience of warfare, religion and finances)
3. Secured annulment from Catherine of Aragon: Gained complete trust of Henry VIII. Cromwell’s solution was radical and involved 

transferring the powers held in Rome to the king. Parliament was used – Act of Appeals 1533 prevented appeals to Rome. He succeeded 
where Wolsey had failed. 

25 Which factors which 
combined to account for 
Anne’s fall? 

(Anne executed in 1536)

1. Fall out with Cromwell: Anne accused him of putting money from dissolution of the monasteries in treasury (1536)
2. Failure to provide a male heir: Princess Elizabeth was born in 1533, thought to be a punishment from God. 
3. International events: Cromwell could not improve relations in Europe while Anne was Queen, fear of Charles V. 
4. Love: Henry was in love with Jane Seymour, a lady-in-waiting. She was gentle and quiet – the Tudor ideal. 
5. A danger to Cromwell: Now Henry wanted to get rid of Anne, Cromwell had to act to show his power and loyalty.
6. Adultery and treason: Cromwell’s use of evidence of Anne’s adultery to put her on trial for treason.

2. Cromwell, and the king’s marriage

26 Was Cromwell responsible 
for the fall of Anne Boleyn?

Anne Boleyn fell from power as she failed to provide Henry with a son. She was suspected of adultery. By 1536, Henry was in love with Jane 
Seymour BUT Cromwell played a key role in bringing  her down by gathering evidence against. 

27 Who was Jane Seymour?. Henry married Jane Seymour a few weeks after Anne Boleyn’s execution. The marriage was encouraged by Cromwell. She was intelligent, quiet 
and popular. Jane had a baby (Edward VI) in 1537, but died from complications in childbirth. 

28 How did Jane’s brothers 
benefit from the marriage?

Edward Seymour: Was made Viscount Beauchamp. He played a major part in military affairs during Henry VIII’s reign. 
Thomas Seymour: Knighted, given lands and offices, took part in jousting competitions. 

3. Cromwell and government, 1534–40 

29 What problems were there 
when Cromwell took 
power?

1. Crime and justice: Ancient laws meant there were places where criminals could escape. 
2. Royal power: The King did not have enough control over Ireland, Wales and the North of England. 
3. Royal finance: More money was needed for defence in case of invasion. 
4. Parliament: There was danger of parliament opposing Henry’s religious changes. 

30 How did Cromwell reform 
government and finance?

1. Crime and justice: Removed local powers know as liberties (places where kings officers could not make arrests). 
In 1540, Act of Parliament abolished the right of sanctuary (staying in church) for serious crimes like rape and murder. 
2. Royal power: Permanent military force established in Ireland; reformed the Council of the North (greater responsibility for law and order) 
and improved the  government of Wales (English laws replaced Welsh laws)
3. Royal finance: established Court of Augmentations to manage income from the monastic lands; massive increase in royal income due to 
selling of land to noblemen and Dissolution of Monasteries; enhanced the role of the Exchequer.
4. Parliament: created a professional civil service; in 1532 Cromwell and Henry forced House of Commons to vote. 

31 How did Cromwell manage 
and use parliament?

Very effective. Cromwell development of the role of parliament so that it approved very important changes in Church and state. He put 
pressure on MPs to vote for what King wanted; he interfered with elections using threats and bribery; if members of the House of Lords 
disagreed he told them not to attend, he wrote pamphlets to explain/promote new laws. 

4. The fall of Cromwell

32 Which factors led to 
Cromwell’s fall?

1. Cromwell’s ambition for power: ambition to rival the King in terms of power was treason. 
2. Cromwell’s enemies: Thomas Howard (Duke of Norfolk) wished his niece Catherine Howard to become queen and suggested to the king 

that Cromwell had become too powerful. Opposition from factions at court. 
3. The Cleve’s marriage: Henry was angry at Cromwell for arranging such a humiliating marriage.
4. Religious differences: opposition to Cromwell’s use of power to steer the Church into a more Protestant direction. 
5. Henry’s personality: he was quick to blame others for problems, unpredictable, had mood swings, hated disloyalty. 

33 Why was Henry’s marriage 
to Anne of Cleave 
significant?

Religion: Cromwell hoped that the marriage would strengthen Protestant influences in England
European alliance:  Cromwell hoped an alliance with Germany would put and end to the possibility of invasion. 
Damaged influence: marriage damaged Cromwell’s influence as a result of the king’s reaction to Anne: “I like her not!”
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Timeline

1 1530 Wolsey dies at Leicester

2 1530 Cromwell joins the Privy 
Council

3

1533

Act of Appeals abolishes the 
right of appeal to Rome 

4 Archbishop Cranmer declares 
Henry’s marriage invalid

5 Henry marries Anne Boleyn 

6 Anne gives birth to Elizabeth, 
later Queen Elizabeth I

7

1534

Cromwell confirmed as Henry’s 
Chief Minister

8 Act of Succession

9 Act of Supremacy

10 Treason Act

11 Execution of Elizabeth Barton 
(Nun of Kent

12 1535 Execution of John Fisher and 
Thomas More

13

1536

Dissolution of lesser 
monasteries 

14 Pilgrimage of Grace 

15 Execution of Anne Boleyn

16 Henry marries Jane Seymour

17 End of the Reformation 
Parliament 

18

1537

Execution of Robert Aske and 
other leaders of the Pilgrimage 
of Grace

19 Jane gives birth to a son, later 
King Edward VI.
Jane Seymour dies

20
1539

Dissolution of greater 
monasteries

21 1540 Henry marries Anne of Cleves

22 1540 Execution of Cromwell 



Break with Rome 

1 How did Henry’s attitude 
towards the Catholic 
Church change? 

Henry was initially loyal to the Catholic Church. 
For example: He opposed Luther and defended of Catholic doctrines. He was given the title of 
Defender of the Faith given to Henry in 1521 by Pope Leo X. 
The annulment process changed his beliefs alongside the long-term problems with the English 
Church. 

3 Describe the Submission of the 
Clergy (1532)

All archbishops and bishops agreed in public that the King was their lawmaker. 

4 Describe the Act in Restraint of 
Appeals to Rome (1533)

This prevented anyone from appealing to the Pope against a decision made by the king. 

5 Describe the Act of Succession 
(1534) 

Declared Mary illegitimate and Elizabeth the heir to the throne. It changed the order of the 
succession. It established Boleyn’s position as queen by law. 

6 Describe the Act of 
Supremacy (1534)

Proclaimed the king the Supreme Head of the English Church. England no longer under Pope’s 
control. Henry head of English Church. 

7 Describe the Treason Act (1534) Refusal to accept the Act of Succession declared to be treason. 

8 Describe the Act for the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries 
(1536)

Monasteries with annual income of less than £200 closed. Because they were small there was less 
likely to be opposition. 

9 Describe the Act of Ten Articles 
(1536) 

Important move away from Catholic beliefs; said that only baptism, Eucharist and confession for 
sins was important. 

10 Describe the Royal Injunctions to 
the Clergy (1538) 

These were the high point of Protestant reform: English Bible to be in every church, shrines to saints 
destroyed, holy relics removed. 

11 Describe the Act of Six Articles 
(1539) 

Radical shift back towards beliefs of Catholic church (e.g. Mass could now be held in private). Henry 
having second thoughts. 

12 Describe the Act for the 
Dissolution of Greater 
Monasteries (1539)

All remaining monasteries destroyed, lands seized and sold. This was important because it could not 
be reversed. 

13 How did Cromwell enforce 
these acts?

Oaths: Most important, many people swore oaths in church or before a magistrate court. 
Anyone who refused called a traitor. 
Threats: He regularly threatened leaders of the Church with being prosecuted for treason and 
punished with huge fines. 
Treason laws: Cromwell used these to prosecute and punish anyone who dared speak out 
against the King. 

Opposition to, and impact of, Reformation, 1534–40

15 Which three
key
individuals
opposed 
religious 
change?  

Elizabeth Barton – A  religious mystic who claimed to have visions of Henry’s doom. 
Executed in 1534. Important because she had become a rallying point for opponents of divorce. 
John Fisher - Bishop of Rochester spoke in parliament against religious changes. His refused to 
take the Oath of Supremacy and Succession. Executed in 1535. 
Thomas More  - became Chancellor after Wolsey. Executed in 1535. More’s opposition was highly 
significant because it showed that even one of the King’s closest advisers disagreed with reforms 
of the church. Execution showed the strength of Henry’s government against oppositon

16 How was the 
English church 
changed by 
the 
reformation? 

Similarities: the Bible is still the central text (Latin Bible replaced with English Bible), people still 
believed that a miracle took place during the Mass with the bread and wine being transformed 
into the actual body and blood of Christ. 
Differences: Holy days were abolished; church ceremonies detached from the working year (eg. 
harvest), more focused rituals linked to the Bible; many statues removed, ornaments around 
Virgin Mary removed; pilgrimages discouraged, holy relics removed, no confession. 
Note: Henry’s continued most Catholic beliefs until his death, despite the break with Rome. 

17 What did 
Cramner and 
Cromwell do?

Their main aim was to get rid of superstitious beliefs and religious practices: 
1538 – Royal Injunctions to the Clergy – ordered end of pilgrimages 
1538 – Thomas Beckett’s shrine destroyed – same for all saints across the country
1535 – Valor Ecclesaisticus - Cromwell organised survey of conditions of churches 
1536 -39 – Dissolution of the Monasteries – monasteries destroyed. 
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The dissolution of the monasteries

18 What were the main 
functions carried out by 
monasteries? 

Monasteries were not just as places of prayer, but also provided for the poor, 
sick and the old, giving education to young boys, and providing rooms where 
travellers could stay. 

19 What were the findings of 
Cromwell’s commission in 
1535?

Cromwell’s survey of 1535, revealed that many monasteries were very wealthy 
and owned vast areas of land. Reports that most monks and nuns ignored their 
vows of poverty, obedience and chastity.
(Biased: finding evidence to justify the dissolution). 

20 When was the 
dissolution?

1536: The Dissolution of Lesser Monasteries
1539: The Dissolution of the Greater Monasteries

21 How did the dissolution of 
the monasteries affect 
the lives of the English 
people?

Unemployment: many found it difficult to get another job.   
Poverty: an increase in poverty and destitution in towns and villages.
No help: poor and sick found it difficult to get help
Education: suffered with the loss of libraries and monastic schools.
Art: 95% of all medieval art was destroyed. 
Tombs: people angry because tombs of their family were destroyed

22 Who benefited from the 
dissolution of the 
monasteries?

The king: received massive amounts of money and land. Kings income doubled 
from around £100,000 to £240,000.  
Many nobles: enriched themselves by buying monastic land 

The dissolution of the monasteries

22 Why did rebels 
join the 
Pilgrimage of 
Grace in 1536?

Religious: rebels opposed changes to religious practices, especially the end of the 
monasteries which impacted people’s lives. 
Economic: rebels opposed rent increases and the growth of enclosure.
Political: rebels resented Cromwell’s central authority at the expense of local rights. 

23 Describe the key 
events of the 
Pilgrimage of 
Grace 

October 1536 – Lincolnshire Rising – 10,000 gathered  led my gentlemen priests and 
monks. March by rebels on Lincoln was dispersal by a royal army. 
Pilgrimage of Grace began on 4th October 1536 – Leader Robert Aske asked local people 
to defend the Catholic Church. Between 30,000-40,000 people join.
York articles - Aske writes down a list of grievances and sends to the King. 
Pontefract Castle - pilgrims take control of castle and whole of the north. 
Oath of Obedience to God - Pilgrims take it and agree to stay peaceful.  
24 Articles (Pontefract Articles) - Aske presented to Duke of Norfolk 
General pardon - Henry’s general pardon granted to the rebels. (Duke of Norfolk assured 
Henry in private that he would not keep his promises). 
Further rebellions  - 1537 in Lincolnshire were suppressed. Execution - Execution of the 
ringleaders, including Aske. 

24 Why did the 
Pilgrimage of 
Grace fail?

A combination of factors accounted for the failure of the uprising: poor leadership of the 
rebels; the lack of a single cause uniting them;  the unclear aims of the rebellion. 

25 Why was the 
Pilgrimage of 
Grace significant 
for Henry VIII?

1. Royal power – Defeat showed Henry was ruthless in dealing with opposition; nobody 
wanted to depose Henry as king – Aske and rebels always declared their loyalty to Henry 
BUT showed how royal power was weakened by not having a royal army permanently 
available. Increased powers given to the Council of the North following the rebellion. 
2. Religious change - Postponement of major changes in religion because of the high 
level of opposition. In 1538, the Act of Six Articles reversed some of the religious changes 
that had taken place. Dissolution went ahead but slower than planned. 
3. Opposition – Nobles and gentry were prepared to support the protests against 
religious change which made the challenge to Henry greater; numbers involved showed 
widespread opposition in North. 

26 Fall of Cromwell? How did the Pilgrimage of Grace contribute to the fall of Cromwell in 1540?


