
Year 7 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Topic: The UK map skills 

Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

1. 9x lessons 
➢ Continents, oceans, 

countries, lines of 
latitude 

➢ 4 and 6 figure grid 
references 

➢ Compass directions, 
scale and distance 

➢ Types of map – relief, 
population, transport, 
political…etc. 

➢ Sketch maps and 
photographs 

➢ UK physical and human 
geography 

➢ Explanation of the UK’s 
population distribution 
using different maps. 

2. Revision lesson 
3. Assessment 

 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: Advancements in 
technology have made it easier 
to navigate to different 
locations. However, these 
technologies would not have 
been developed without 
understanding maps in their 
simplest form. Map reading is a 
skill required in everyday life, 
whether it is walking around a 
shopping centre or theme park 
or even trying to get to work on 
the tube. Even with technology 
available, many areas still use a 
map to guide you. 

Topic: Natural Hazards 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

1. 9x lessons 
➢ Types of natural hazard. 

What increases the risk 
of a natural hazard? 

➢ Structure of the earth 
and theory of 
continental drift. 

➢ Plate boundaries 
➢ Earthquakes x3 lessons 

(background, effects, 
PPP) 

➢ Volcanoes x 3 lessons 
(background, effects, 
PPP) 

2. Revision lesson 
3. Assessment 

 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 
• Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: It is important to 
understand the natural 
processes that happen with in 
the Earth. Millions of people are 
effected by tectonic hazards 
every year. 

Topic: Weather and climate 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

1. 9x lessons 
➢ What is weather and 

how does it affect us? 
➢ Measuring weather. 
➢ Types of rain. 
➢ Air pressure  
➢ What is climate? 
➢ What are the world’s 

climatic zones? 
➢ Climate graphs 
➢ Causes of different 

climates 
➢ Extreme weather 

events 
2. Revision lesson 
3. Assessment 

 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 
• Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: Weather patterns 
are becoming extreme and not 
just in other parts of the world. 
Hurricanes are getting stronger, 
heatwaves and floods are 
becoming more frequent. Even 
our local areas have now been 
effected. Changeable weather 
and extreme weather events 
such as the Beast from the East. 
Understanding the why’s and 
impacts will enable students to 
be safe in such events but also 
be aware of their own impact 
on the atmosphere around 
them. 

Topic: Development 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

1. 9x lessons 
➢ Measuring 

development: 
development indicators 
and HDI 

➢ How does a country 
develop? Links with 
economic structure.  

➢ Quality of life in HICs 
and LICs: how does this 
differ (Malawi and 
Singapore) 

➢ Causes of the gap 
➢ Reducing the gap x 2 

lessons 
2. Revision lesson 
3. Assessment 

 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 
 
SOL Intent: development 
around the world is uneven. 
Countries have unequal access 
to resources and income. Some 
countries are very poor, 
undeveloped, and live 
completely different lives from 
ourselves. To understand why 
and how countries are run the 
way they are will help students 
empathise with migrants and 
consider their own fortunes. 
Also, understand how countries 
can make money and how their 
own contributions to 
employment will affect the 
greater economy. 

Topic: Rivers 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

1. 9x lessons 
➢ Water cycle, drainage 

basin 
➢ How do we use rivers? 
➢ River processes 
➢ Waterfall, gorge, 

meander, ox-bow lake 
➢ Grid references and 

identifying river 
landforms 

➢ Causes of flooding 
➢ Impacts of flooding 
➢ Managing rivers 

2. Revision lesson 
3. Assessment 

 
Additional resources 
• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 
 
 
SOL Intent: It is important to 
understand the natural 
processes that happen with in 
the Earth.  
Thousands of UK residents are 
effected by erosion and 
weathering.  
There are areas of the island 
which are effected daily and 
historical events have been 
recorded where peoples 
businesses and leisure activities 
have been impacted due to 
these processes. 

Topic: Study of Africa 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

1. 8x lessons 
➢ Introduction to Kenya 

and the continent of 
Africa. 

➢ Development levels 
➢ Development gap 
➢ Climate 
➢ Extreme weather events 
➢ River resources-case 

study 
➢ Evaluation of 

development 
➢ Physical processes and 

its impact on Kenya. 
2. Revision lesson 
3. Assessment 

 
 
Additional resources 
• Learning ladder 
• Knowledge organiser 
 
 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: Studying another 
continent with different climate 
patterns and economies shows 
students a stark comparison of 
what life might be like for 
others. It also shows the 
benefits and challenges people 
have living in another area. This 
helps learners appreciate their 
own areas but also gain a 
deeper respect for others who 
have to work in different ways. 
Not only his, students may be 



encouraged to travel and seek 
out new destinations for travel. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know how human and 
physical geography 
interconnect and spaced 
around the globe. To be able to 
use a range of geographical 
skills to identify physical and 
human features on a map. 
MPA: To know geographical 
features around the globe. To 
be able to use geographical 
skills to identify features on a 
map. 
Transition: To know the 
difference between physical 
and human geography. To be 
able to read and state 4 figure 
grid references. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know geographically 
why and how tectonic events 
occur around the globe. To be 
able to use case studies to 
evaluate the responses to a 
natural disaster. 
MPA: To know how natural 
tectonic events occur. To be 
able to describe the impacts of 
a tectonic event relating it to a 
geographical location. 
Transition: To know the causes 
of an Earthquake and to be able 
to describe the impacts of an 
earthquake on people. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know in detail why 
weather events occur and their 
impacts on the environment 
people and place. To be able to 
explain the difference between 
different types of rainfall and 
connect these to geographical 
climates. 
MPA: To know the factors that 
affect the weather experienced 
in a location. To be able to 
explain the term extreme 
weather and link it to a recent 
event. 
Transition: To know the 
difference between weather 
and climate. To be able to 
identify the different types of 
rainfall. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know the causes and 
solutions to the development 
gap.  To be able to read and 
explain the DTM in relation to 
population, development and 
economic sector. 
MPA: To know why and how 
levels of development differ 
around the world. To be able to 
evaluate development 
indicators as a measure of 
development 
Transition: To know a range of 
development indicators and 
how they are used.  To be able 
to describe factors that cause 
migration. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know how the 
geographical processes change 
the natural landscape of a river. 
To be able to evaluate river 
management strategies used in 
a specific location. 
MPA: To know the difference 
between river processes and 
their impact on the shape of a 
river. To be able to explain the 
formation or two river 
landforms. 
Transition: To know 3 river 
processes. To be able to 
describe the long profile of a 
river. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know a range of 
political, economic and 
geographical facts about Kenya 
in relation to Africa. To be able 
to describe Kenya’s physical 
features and its impact on the 
country’s Economy or 
development. 
MPA: To know the physical and 
economic features of Kenya. To 
be able to describe how 
tourism would help Kenya 
develop. 
Transition: To know Kenya’s 
climate and its impact on 
development. To be able to 
describe Kenya’s physical 
features. 

End of Year Milestones/Outcomes: 
Accelerated: To know solutions or strategies to manage human interactions on a number of locations and to be able to use a range of geographical skills to locate and interpret change. 
Main: To know a range of geographical locations and their social, economic and environmental features and to be able to explain in detail the processes that change the natural landscape 
Transition: To know detail in a range of geographical subjects and offer descriptions of natural processes. 

 

Year 8 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Topic: Climate change 

Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

1. 9x lessons 
➢ Climate change 

evidence 
➢ Natural causes of 

climate change 
➢ Human causes of global 

warming. 
➢ Who is to blame? 
➢ General impacts of 

climate change. 

Topic: Ecosystems 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

1. 9x lessons 
➢ What is an ecosystem 
➢ What makes up an 

ecosystem and nutrient 
cycle? 

➢ Adaptations 
➢ Rainforest: general 

information, human 
use, human impact 
sustainability 

Topic: Urbanisation 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

1. 9x lessons 
➢ Settlement and size 
➢ Types of settlement 
➢ Land use in settlements 
➢ What is urbanisation 

and urban growth and 
why does it happen? 
What is a mega city? 

➢ Case study: Mumbai – 
an urban area in a 
LIC/NEE. Background, 

Topic: Coasts 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

1. 9x lessons 
➢ Uses of the coastline 
➢ Coastal processes – 

erosion, weathering, 
longshore drift and 
deposition. 

➢ Headland and bay, 
cave/arch/stack, spit, 
bar and tombolo 

Topic: Resource management 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

1. 9x lessons 
➢ What are the world’s 

essential resources? 
➢ Food: areas of 

surplus/deficit, causes 
and impacts of 
surplus/deficit, 
increasing food supply 

➢ Water: areas of 
surplus/deficit, causes 
and impacts of 

Topic: Study of Russia 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

4. 8x lessons 
➢ Coastal features – 

revision related to topic 
➢ Climate 
➢ Ecosystems 
➢ Population 
➢ Access to resources 
➢ What is life like in 

European Russia? 
➢ Russia and the arctic 



➢ Case study of flooding 
in Bangladesh 

➢ Case study: UK 
➢ Local responses 
➢ National & 

international responses 
2. Revision lesson 
3. Assessment 

 
Additional resources 
• Learning ladder 
Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: Climate change so a 
topic that is now regularly in the 
news. Activists, such as Greta 
Thunberg are making noise 
within the media and UK 
schools to act upon what is the 
‘right thing’ to do. This unit will 
hopefully inspire young people 
to change behaviours that 
previous generations have 
continued with for so long. 
However, they will also 
understand the benefits as well 
as the impacts of Climate 
change and on what scale 
things could change in the 
future by looking at the past 
and historical data.  

➢ Savannah: general 
information, human 
use, human impact, 
sustainability. 

2. Revision lesson 
3. Assessment 

 
 
 
Additional resources 
• Learning ladder 
Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: Biomes across the 
world are shrinking or forever 
changing. The rainforest is a 
natural resource that is used by 
nearly everyone across the 
globe, directly or indirectly. 
Although natural, it cannot keep 
up with the demand for its 
resources. By studying this unit, 
the students will appreciate the 
benefits of keeping our 
rainforests safe and come up 
with solutions to continue to 
use them. 

opportunities, 
challenges and 
sustainable planning.  

➢ Case study: Bristol – an 
urban area in a HIC. 
Back ground, 
opportunities, 
challenges and 
sustainable planning 

2. Revision lesson 
3. Assessment 

 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 
Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: It is important to 
learn about urban issues and 
challenges as urbanisation is 
increasing around the world. 
Rich and poor cities face similar 
problems so comparisons can 
be made and solutions put in 
place. Students may wish to 
move to London and would 
need to understand how 
migration and development 
may affect their lives. Also how 
their live might differ in 
opportunity if living in the 
countryside. 

➢ Mass movement and 
cliff retreat along the 
Holderness coast 

➢ Coastal management: 
hard and soft 
engineering 

➢ Shoreline management 
plans along the 
Holderness coast. 

2. Revision lesson 
3. Assessment 

 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 
Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: It is important to 
understand the natural 
processes that happen with in 
the Earth.  
Thousands of UK residents are 
effected by erosion and 
weathering.  
There are areas of the island 
which are effected daily and 
historical events have been 
recorded where peoples 
businesses and leisure activities 
have been impacted due to 
these processes. 

surplus/deficit, 
increasing water supply 

➢ Energy: areas of 
surplus/deficit, causes 
and impacts of 
surplus/deficit, 
increasing energy 
supply 

2. Revision lesson 
3. Assessment 

 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 
Knowledge organiser 
 
 
SOL Intent: We are learning 
about resource management as 
we are all impacted by the 
availability of goods in our 
country or in others. In a world 
that is becoming more 
materialistic and technologically 
developed we, as humans are 
draining the Earth of its 
resources. At times, we cannot 
always replenish what we use. 
Our actions also lead to 
negative environmental impact 
such as climate change 
although; we gain money in the 
process. We need to 
understand how we get the 
right balance to have a 
sustainable future. 

➢ Curse or benefit of 
Russia’s landscape and 
location. 

5. Revision lesson 
6. Assessment 

 
 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 
Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: Studying another 
country with different climate 
patterns and economies shows 
students a stark comparison of 
what life might be like for 
others. It also shows the 
benefits and challenges people 
have living in another area. This 
helps learners appreciate their 
own areas but also gain a 
deeper respect for others who 
have to work in different ways. 
Not only his, students may be 
encouraged to travel and seek 
out new destinations for travel. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know impacts of 
flooding on a specific location. 
To be able to explain the 
impacts of climate change on 
weather patterns. 
MPA: To know the causes of 
climate change. To be able to 
describe the impacts of climate 
change linking to a case study. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know how to reduce 
human impact on two 
ecosystems, leading to a 
sustainable future. To be able 
to explain the nutrient cycle 
and the interconnectedness of 
an ecosystem. 
MPA: To know how 
geographical location 
determines the location of 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know the impact of 
migration on an urban area and 
how it creates opportunities 
and challenges. To be able to 
explain the environmental 
benefits of urban planning 
strategies. 
MPA: To know the causes of 
urbanisation and the challenges 
that are a result of rapid 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know how natural 
process shape our landscape 
and its impact on human 
geography. To be able to 
evaluate coastal management 
strategies when protecting the 
coastline. 
MPA: To know how coastal 
landforms are created. To be 
able to evaluate the use of hard 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know how to manage 
resource deficit in different 
locations. To be able to explain 
the UKs energy mix. 
MPA: To know why the UK still 
requires an energy mix to meet 
today’s demands. To be able to 
use geographical skills to 
identify areas of deficit or 
surplus. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know the geographical 
landscape of Russia. To be able 
to evaluate Russia’s physical 
landscape and it’s benefits. 
MPA: To know the population 
distribution of Russia. To be 
able to describe the impact of 
physical features on power and 
resources. 



Transition: To know the 
changing patterns of weather 
due to climate change. To be 
able to describe the impacts of 
flooding. 

biomes and the organisms with 
in it. To be able to describe 
solutions to using ecosystems 
sustainably. 
Transition: To know the 
geographical locations of 
biomes across the globe. To be 
able to describe animal and 
plant adaptations in 2 biomes. 

growth. To be able to use data 
to compare two locations 
development levels. 
Transition: To know the factors 
that encourage rural-urban 
migration. To be able to 
describe the challenges that 
may occur due to rapid urban 
growth. 

and soft engineering to protect 
the coastline. 
Transition: To know the 
difference between hard and 
soft engineering. To be able to 
describe the coastal processes. 

Transition: To know the 
definitions of surplus and 
deficit. To be able to describe 
the factors that affect access to 
resources. 

Transition: To know the 
different landforms found on 
Russia’s coast and landscape. 
To be able to identify Russian 
cities and landmarks. 

End of K.S. Milestones/Outcomes: 
HPA: To know comprehensive detail of a range of geography subjects and be able to evaluate solutions to issues of a human and physical nature. 
MPA: To know a how a range of processes can change the physical and human landscape around us and be able to demonstrate and understanding of how to rectify or improve issues that arise in the human 
and physical environment. 
Transition: To know detail of different geographical locations and the differences in landscape, climate and development and to be able to use basic geographical skills to identify locations and features. 

Year 9 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Topic: Natural hazards  

Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

• Types of natural hazard 

• Theory of plate tectonics 
and continental drift 

• Plate margins (2 lessons) 
• Introduction of 

earthquakes – focus, 

epicentre, Richter Scale 
• Case study: Haiti (causes, 

effects and responses) 

• 8 mark case study practice 
using Haiti 

• Case study: Kobe (causes, 
effects and responses) 

• 8 mark case study practice 
using Kobe  

• Prediction and planning 
for earthquakes to reduce 
risk and impact 

• Impact of earthquakes in 
HICs and LICs 

• Global atmospheric 
circulation (2 lessons) 

• What is a tropical storm 
and how are they caused? 

 

Topic: Natural hazards 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

• Tropical storm cross 
section.  How climate 
change has affected 
tropical storms – Haiyan 
intensity, frequency. 

• Case study: Typhoon 
Haiyan (causes, effects 
and responses) 

• 8 mark case study practice 
using Typhoon Prediction 
and planning for tropical 
storms to reduce risk and 
impact 

• Evidence of extreme 
weather in the UK  

• Causes and effects of the 
Somerset Floods 

• Responses to the 
Somerset Floods and 8 
mark practice case study 
question 

• Evidence of Climate 
Change 

• Natural causes of climate 
change 

Topic: Ecosystems 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

• 2 lesson introduction to 
ecosystems – definitions, 
components, links, food 
chain, food web, nutrient 
and energy cycle 

• Example of a small scale 
ecosystem (the pond) 

• 2 lessons – an overview of 
characteristics of the 
world’s 8 major biomes  

• Introduction to the desert 
(soils, climate, vegetation, 
animals) 

• Vegetation and animal 
adaptations in the desert 

• 2 lessons – economic 
opportunities in the 
Sahara Desert (agriculture, 
solar panels, oil/gas and 
tourism) 

• Desertification in the 
Sahel 

• Sustainable practices to 
reduce desertification in 
the Sahel. 

Topic: Ecosystems 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

• Introduction to the 
tropical rainforest (soils, 
climate, vegetation, 
animals) 

• Vegetation and animal 
adaptations in the tropical 
rainforest (including 
stratification) 

• How do humans use the 
Amazon Rainforest?  
(logging, mining, HEP, 
settlements, roads, 
subsistence farming) 

• Positive and negative 
impacts of human 
interference in the 
Amazon (deforestation)  

• 2 lessons - sustainable 
practices to reduce 
deforestation in the 
rainforest 

 
 
 
 

Topic: Economic development 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

• What is development? 
How do we measure 
development? 
Development indicators 

• Inconsistencies in data 
and importance of using 
more than one indicator 

• HDI and importance of 
using more than one 
indicator 

• Demographic Transition 
Model 

• Population pyramids 
• Causes of development 

gap (political, physical, 
social, economic) 

• Effects of gap (migration, 
health and wealth) 

• 3 lessons on reducing the 
gap (debt relief, 
microfinance loans, 
investment, intermediate 
technologies, aid, tourism, 
fair trade) 

Topic: Economic development 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 
NIGERIA CONTINUED… 

• TNCs in Nigeria – Shell and 
KFC. What are their 
advantages and 
disadvantages? 

• What is aid and what type 
of aid does Nigeria 
receive? How is used? 

• Environmental impacts of 
rapid economic growth. 

• How has rapid economic 
growth impacted on 
Nigerian’s quality of life? 

 
THE UK 

• How has UK’s economy 
changed? De-
industrialisation and a 
post-industrial economy. 

• Why has the UK’s 
economy changed? 

• What does a post-
industrial economy look 
like? Tertiary and 
quaternary sectors. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional resources 
• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: It is important to 
understand the natural 
processes that happen with in 
the Earth. Millions of people are 
effected by tectonic hazards 
every year. 

• Human causes of climate 
change 

• Mitigation and adaptation 
against climate change 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 
• Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: This is important to 
know, as tropical storms are 
becoming more frequent across 
the equator. As the waters 
warm due to climate change 
countries that never 
experienced tropical storms 
before will. Eventually 
becoming common weather not 
extreme 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional resources 
• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: It is important to 
learn about Ecosystems such as 
the Sahara, as climate change 
will change their balance. 
Eventually species we know and 
see today will be lost. It is also a 
source of clean power, which 
we will all use in the future, 
Solar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional resources 
• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: It is important to 
know about the rainforest as it 
supplies a large amount of the 
Earths oxygen. Humans rely on 
its plants and animals for 
survival and combatting 
diseases. We are losing the TRF 
at an alarming rate! 

• How Jamaica has used 
tourism to close the gap 

 
NIGERIA 

• Where is Nigeria located 
and what is its local and 
global importance? 

• Nigeria’s political, social, 
cultural and 
environmental context 

• How is Nigeria connected 
with other countries? 
Member of political, 
economic and trading 
groups, import/export 
markets. 

• What is Nigeria’s industrial 
and employment 
structure? Movement 
from primary to 
secondary. How has this 
affected economic 
development? 

 
 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: It is important to 
learn about economic 
development as politics is an 
issue always in the news and it 
may help you understand how 
countries lives can be so 
different. In addition, when you 
donate to charities or events to 
people you will understand the 
journey that country is on. 

• Growth of the quaternary 
sector. What is a science 
park/business park? 

• Use OS maps and grid 
references to assess the 
suitability of science park 
locations. 

•  Sustainability in industrial 
development 

• How have populations in 
rural UK changed and 
why?  Counter-
urbanisation and outward 
migration 

• How have road and rail 
networks 
changed/developed in the 
UK? 

• How have ports and 
airports changed in the 
UK? 

• Two lessons – how is the 
UK linked with the wider 
world? 

 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 
 
SOL Intent: Case studies are 
important to you as they give 
real life examples of how many 
people live. What challenges 
they may face and why people 
may migrate or live in areas that 
are not developed. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know in detail, the 
interactions between the 
environment, people and the 
geographical phenomena such 
as volcanic eruptions and 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know 
comprehensively, the causes, 
effects and responses of a 
tropical storm, evidenced by a 
case study. To be able to 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know in detail, the 
economic opportunities that 
are on offer in a world biome, 
but what challenges countries 
might face when accessing 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know in detail, how 
humans use and interact with 
the TRF environment and what 
economic opportunities  and 
challenges arise from this uses. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know how to read and 
explain the demographic 
Transitional model. To be able 
to explain the impacts of a TNC 
on a countries development. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know how the UK is 
now in a post industrial 
economy and how this effects 
development levels. 



earthquakes. To be able to 
evaluate the 3 Ps in reducing 
risk and the impact of tectonic 
hazards. 
MPA: To know accurate and 
appropriate knowledge of 
tectonic hazards and their 
interrelationships with people 
and place. To be able to explain 
the 3ps and how they reduce 
risk and impact on people and 
place. 
Transition: To know a basic 
knowledge of the 
interrelationships between 
tectonic hazards and people 
and the environment. To be 
able to comment on the 
usefulness of the 3ps to reduce 
risk. 

demonstrate a detailed 
understanding of the impacts of 
climate change on tropical 
storms and extreme weather 
events. 
MPA: To know a clear 
understanding of the cause, 
effects and responses to a 
tropical storm. To be able to 
accurately explain the impacts 
of climate change on weather 
systems and extreme weather. 
Transition: To know a basic 
understanding of the causes, 
effects and response of a 
tropical storm event. To be able 
to describe the effects of 
climate change on extreme 
weather. 

them. To be able to evaluate 
sustainable strategies to reduce 
desertification in the Sahel. 
MPA: To know the economic 
opportunities and challenges in 
the Sahara desert. To be able to 
describe the sustainable 
strategies to reduce 
desertification. 
Transition: To know the 
interactions of a food chain and 
web with in an ecosystem.  To 
be able to describe the 
adaptations of plants and 
animals in the Sahara Desert. 

To be able to demonstrate a 
comprehensive understanding 
of the strategies to continue to 
use the rainforest sustainably. 
MPA: To know… and to be able 
to… 
Transition: To know… and to be 
able to… 
 
 
 
 

MPA: To know the positive and 
negative impacts of a TNC. To 
be able to suggest ways of 
reducing the development gap. 
Transition: To know examples 
of a TNCs and how they can 
help a countries development. 
To be able to explain the 
importance of using more than 
one development indicator as a 
measure of development. 

MPA: To know how the UK 
economy has changed. To be 
able describe the term counter 
urbanisation and why it is 
occurring. 
Transition: To know the term 
de-industrialisation and when it 
occurred in the UK. To be able 
to describe the impacts of 
deindustrialisation in cities. 

End of Year Milestones/Outcomes: 
HPA: To know a comprehensive knowledge of a range of case studies that apply to the human and physical elements of geography and to be able to demonstrate the ability to use a range of geographical skills 
with understanding of the interrelationships between people and place. 
MPA: To know a detailed knowledge of a range of case studies that apply to the human and physical geographies and to be able to demonstrate a clear and accurate use of geographical data and the 
interrelationships of human and physical interactions. 
Transition: To know a comparative look at different locations around the globe in terms of development and physical features and to be able to use a basic skills set of geographical skills too identify loactions, 

features and changes in data trends. 

 

Year 10 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Topic: UK physical landscapes - 

Coasts 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

• Overview of UK 
landscapes – physical, 
urban. 

• Waves – terminology and 
anatomy of constructive 
and destructive waves 

• Processes of weathering 
and erosion along the 
coastline 

Topic: UK Physical landscapes –  
Rivers 

Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

• Water cycle and drainage 
basin recap using OS map 

• River profile – cross profile 
and long profile in the 
upper, middle and lower 
profiles 

• River processes – 
weathering, erosion, 
transportation and 

Topic: Urban issues and 
challenges 

Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

• Population distribution. 
How have urban 
populations changed? 

• Why have urban 
populations increased: 
migration and natural 
increase? 

Topic: Urban issues and 
challenges 

Knowledge and skills covered: 
 

• Introduction to London. 
Who, what, where, why? 

• How has urban growth 
provided social 
opportunities in London?  

• How has urban growth 
provided economic 
opportunities in London? 

Topic: Fieldwork 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 
Are coastal management 
strategies effective at 
preventing the risk of erosion 
along the North Sheppey 
coastline? 
 
Work through pre-prepared 
booklet on: 

Topic: Fieldwork 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 
Are the transport management 
strategies effective in 
Canterbury? 
 
 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 



• Mass movement 

• Wave cut platform 
formation 

• Headland and bay 
formation 

• Cave, arch, stack 
formation 

• Processes of 
transportation (longshore 
drift) and deposition 

• 2 lessons on the formation 
of depositional landforms 
– beach, sand dunes, spit, 
bar, tombola 

• Why is it important to 
protect the coastline? 

• Hard engineering 
strategies 

• Soft engineering strategies 

• Managed retreat 

• Case study: Happisburgh 
(erosion and 
management) 

 
 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: It is important to 
understand the natural 
processes that happen with in 
the Earth.  
Thousands of UK residents are 
effected by erosion and 
weathering.  
There are areas of the island 
which are effected daily and 

historical events have been 
recorded where peoples 
businesses and leisure activities 
have been impacted due to 
these processes. 

deposition. Include the 
types of erosion and 
transportation. 

• 2 lessons - landform 
formation in the upper 
course – gorge, waterfall 
and V shape valley 

• Meander and ox-bow lake 
formation 

• 2 lessons – landform 
formation in the lower 
course – estuary, 
floodplain and levees 

• Locating river landforms 
on OS maps using contour 
lines, grid references and 
symbols 

• Reading storm 
hydrographs. What affects 
the likelihood of flooding 
(urbanisation, vegetation, 
deforestation, rock type, 
gradient) 

• Case study: social, 
economic and 
environmental impacts of 
the Somerset Floods 

• Hard engineering 
• Soft engineering 

• Case study: how did the 
government respond to 
the Somerset floods to 
reduce the impact and risk 
of future flooding? 

 
 
Additional resources 
• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: It is important to 
know about the formation of 
rivers and land use around 
them due to the flood risk that 
people face every year. 

• Introduction to Rio de 
Janeiro. Breakdown of 
their population statistics. 

• How has urban growth 
provided social and 
economic opportunities in 
Rio? (2 lessons) 

• How has urban growth 
resulted in social 
challenges in Rio? How 
have they counteracted 
these challenges? 

• How has urban growth 
resulted in economic 
challenges in Rio? How 
have they counteracted 
these challenges? 

• How has urban growth 
resulted in environmental 
challenges in Rio? How 
have they counteracted 
these challenges? 

• How has urban growth 
resulted in the creation of 
favelas? What is the 
quality of life like in 
favelas in Rio? 

• Urban planning: How has 
Brazil tried to improve the 
quality of life for people 
living in urban areas? 
Favela Bairro Project 

 
 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: It is important to 
learn about urban issues and 
challenges as urbanisation is 
increasing around the world. 
Rich and poor cities face similar 
problems so comparisons can 
be made and solutions put in 

• How has urban growth 
provided environmental 
opportunities in London? 

• How has urban growth 
resulted in environmental 
challenges in London? 
Urban sprawl and creation 
of derelict areas 

• How has urban growth 
resulted in environmental 
challenges in London? Air 
pollution and waste 
disposal. 

• How has urban growth 
resulted in social 
inequality in London? 

• How has London met the 
housing demands of their 
growing population? 

• Case study: Olympic park. 

• Case study: Olympic Park. 
How has urban 
regeneration helped 
improve the Lower Lea 
valley? 

• Sustainable urban 
planning. How is Freiburg 
sustainable? (water 
conservation, renewable 
energies and green 
spaces) 

• Sustainable transport in 
urban areas. 

 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: It is important to 
learn about London, as it is the 
capital city of England and is the 
financial/political hub of the 
country. It is the UK’s most 
popular city destination for 
tourism and is in close proximity 

• What are the key 
characteristics of the 
North Sheppey coastline? 

• Why it is at risk of 
erosion? Rock type, 
destructive wave, 
concordant coastline 

• What are management 
strategies? 

• What are the SMPs along 
the North Sheppey? What 
is currently being done to 
protect the coastline? 

• Primary data collection 
techniques: 

• wave count, 

• bipolar evaluation 

• longshore drift test 

• cost benefit analysis 

• field sketch 

• Secondary data collection 
techniques: 

• flood risk mapping 

• How is this data 
represented? Graphs and 
maps. 

• Go on the fieldtrip 
• When you return 

complete a lesson looking 
at the data representation 
techniques (graphs and 
maps) you would use to 

show the data collected. 
The teacher pre-prepares 
this for the students. They 
must learn it for their 
exam in paper 3 

 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 
 
 

SOL Intent: It is important to be 
able to plan and follow through 
an action plan, as this will be 
needed in a multitude of 
situations. The students will 
also be able to understand what 
it is like to live and travel to 
another area in contrast to their 
own setting. 



Flooding is becoming more 
frequent and is largely 
connected to climate change. 
Understanding the processes 
that create different landforms 
will also good learners a basis of 
geology, which can open up 
many employment 
opportunities if studied further. 

place. Students may wish to 
move to London and would 
need to understand how 
migration and development 
may affect their lives. In 
addition, how their live might 
differ in opportunity if living in 
the countryside. 

to our students. For students 
wishing to leave the island in 
search of new opportunities, 
London is likely to one of their 
choices. London has developed 
over the years and seen 
different uses of land and a rise 
in population over the years. 
These will all impact peoples 
chances for opportunity and 
growth. 

SOL Intent: It is important to 
learn about coastal processes 
and how the can be managed 
within the students own 
location. Areas on the Isle of 
Sheppey are being eroded 
away, up to, 10mters a year. 
People’s homes and business 
are being destroyed. The skills 
with in this unit are 
transferable. They will enable 
students to become problem 
solvers and be analytical in their 
approach. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know comprehensive 
knowledge of the processes 
that occur and effect the 
coastline of the UK. To be able 
to evaluate and construct 
sustained and convincing 
arguments to discuss the use of 
different management 
strategies to protect the 
coastline. 
MPA: To know and understand 
the coastal processes that 
effect the coastline in the UK. 
To be able to construct 
coherent arguments to discuss 
the use of different 
management strategies to 
protect the coastline. 
Transition: To know basic detail 
of the processes that occur 
along the UK’s coastline and 
their impacts. To be able to use 
some geographical skills and 
techniques to identify coastal 
landforms. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know 
comprehensively, the 
interrelationships between 
river processes and human 
interactions with the land. 
Basing discussions on 
geographical evidence and 
data. To be able to use a wide 
range of geographical skills to 
identify river formations and 
potential areas of risk. For 
example, flooding. 
MPA: To know the 
interrelationships between 
river processes and human 
interactions with the land, 
drawing on geographical 
phenomena and data. To be 
able to a range of geographical 
skills to identify river 
formations along the long 
profile of the river. 
Transition: To know the river 
processes that create river 
formations. To be able to 
demonstrate a basic 
understanding of the 
interrelationships between 
river processes and human 
settlements. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know relevant and 
detailed information on urban 
issues and challenges that 
relate to specified case studies 
of a NEE or LIC. To be able to 
evaluate and sustain arguments 
of solutions to urban issues in a 
NEE or LIC setting. 
MPA: To know and show a clear 
understanding of urban issues 
and challenges with in a NEE or 
LIC setting. To be able to 
construct clear arguments for 
and against solutions to urban 
issues with in a NEE or LIC 
setting. 
Transition: To know and show a 
basic understanding of urban 
issues with in a NEE City. To be 
able to provide comments on 
the issues faced by NEE cities 
and how to find solutions to 
them. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know the opportunities 
and challenges in detail that 
arise due to urban growth in a 
specific HIC location. To be able 
to explain how regeneration 
has improved an area in 
London, considering its impacts 
positively and negatively. 
MPA: To know opportunities 
and challenges that arise due to 
urban growth in a specific HIC 
location. To be able to describe 
the regeneration improvements 
in a specific London location. 
Transition: To know the 
opportunities and challenge 
that occur when a city grows in 
population. To be able to 
describe the regeneration of an 
area in London. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know a perceptive 
understanding of complex 
interactions and 
interrelationships between 
people and the environment 
and between geographical 
phenomena and to be able to 
use and evaluate a wide range 
of geographical skills and 
techniques effectively 
MPA: To know a clear 
understanding of interactions 
and interrelationships between 
people and the environment 
and between geographical 
phenomena. To be able to use a 
range of geographical skills and 
techniques accurately, showing 
understanding of their purpose 
Transition: To know a basic 
understanding of aspects of 
interactions and 
interrelationships between 
people and the environment 
and between geographical 
phenomena. To be able to use 
some basic geographical skills 
and techniques with limited 
accuracy 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know a perceptive 
understanding of complex 
interactions and 
interrelationships between 
people and the environment. 
To be able to use and evaluate 
a wide range of geographical 
skills and techniques effectively 
MPA: To know a clear 
understanding of interactions 
and interrelationships between 
people and the environment. 
To be able to use a range of 
geographical skills and 
techniques accurately, showing 
understanding of their purpose 
Transition: To know a basic 
understanding of aspects of 
interactions and 
interrelationships between 
people and the environment. 
To be able to use some basic 
geographical skills and 
techniques with limited 
accuracy 



End of Year Milestones/Outcomes: 
HPA: To know relevant and comprehensive knowledge, understanding and application of geographical information and issues and to be able to construct sustained and convincing arguments to draw well-
evidenced conclusions 
MPA: To know mostly accurate and appropriate knowledge, understanding and application of geographical information and issues and to be able to construct coherent arguments to draw conclusions supported 
by evidence 
Transition: To know limited knowledge, understanding and application of geographical information and issues and to be able to demonstrate basic understanding of aspects of interactions and interrelationships 
between people and the environment and between geographical phenomena 

Year 11 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Topic: Resource Management 

Knowledge and skills covered: 
 
Food, water, energy, and 
fundamental to human 
development. 

• The significance of food, 
water and energy to 
economic and social are 
fundamental to human 
well-being. 

• An overview of global 
inequalities in the supply 
and consumption of 
resources.  

 
The changing demand and 
provision of resources in the UK 
create opportunities and 
challenges.  

• An overview of resources 
in relation to the UK.  

 
Food:  

• the growing demand for 
high-value food exports 
from low income 
countries and all-year 
demand for seasonal food 

and organic produce   

• larger carbon footprints 
due to the increasing 
number of ‘food miles’ 
travelled, and moves 

Topic: Resource management (if 
required) 

Knowledge and skills covered: 
 
FOOD 
Demand for food resources is 
rising globally but supply can be 
insecure, which may lead to 
conflict.  

• Areas of surplus (security) 

and deficit (insecurity):   
• reasons for increasing 

food consumption: 
economic development, 
rising population   

• Factors affecting food 
supply: climate, 
technology, pests and 
disease, water stress, 

conflict, poverty.   

• Impacts of food insecurity 
– famine, undernutrition, 
soil erosion, rising prices, 

social unrest.   
 
Different strategies can be used 
to increase food supply.  

• Overview of strategies to 

increase food supply:   

• irrigation, aeroponics and 
hydroponics, the new 
green revolution, use of 
biotechnology, 
appropriate technology   

Topic: 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 
Pre-release booklet. 
Topic TBC by exam board 
 

• Data analysis 

• Construction of arguments 
• Comprehension 

• The ability to link earlier 
material to current topic 

• Evaluation 

• Explanation 

• Geographical skills 
 
SOL Intent: 
‘The Geographical applications 
unit is designed to be synoptic 
in that students will be required 
to draw together knowledge, 
understanding and skills from 
the full course of study. It is an 
opportunity for students to 
show their breadth of 
understanding and an 
evaluative appreciation of the 
interrelationships between 
different aspects of 
geographical study.’ 

Topic: 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 
SOL Intent: 

Topic: 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 
SOL Intent: 

Topic: 
Knowledge and skills covered: 
 
SOL Intent: 



towards local sourcing of 

food   
• The trend towards 

agribusiness.   

• Water:   

• the changing demand for 
water   

• water quality and 

pollution management   
• matching supply and 

demand – areas of deficit 

and surplus   

• The need for transfer to 
maintain supplies. 

•  
• Energy:   

• the changing energy mix – 
reliance on fossil fuels, 
growing significance of 

renewables   

• reduced domestic supplies 
of coal, gas and oil   

• Economic and 
environmental issues 
associated with 
exploitation of energy 

sources.   
 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 
• Knowledge organiser 
 

SOL Intent: We are learning 
about resource management as 
we are all impacted by the 
availability of goods in our 
country or in others. In a world 
that is becoming more 
materialistic and technologically 
developed we, as humans are 
draining the Earth of its 
resources. At times, we cannot 
always replenish what we use. 
Our actions also lead to 
negative environmental impact 

• an example of a large 
scale agricultural 
development – Thanet 
Earth 

• Moving towards a 
sustainable resource 
future:   

• organic farming, 
permaculture, urban 
farming, fish and meat 
from sustainable sources, 
seasonal food 
consumption, reduced 

waste   

• An example of a local 
scheme in an LIC or NEE to 
increase sustainable 
supplies of food – Makueni 
sand dam 

 
 
Additional resources 

• Learning ladder 

• Knowledge organiser 
 
SOL Intent: food is a resource 
that people in HIC’s tend to take 
for granted. We have the ability 
to import food in large scales 
and from 1000’s of miles away. 
We will learn about the impact 
of importing food on the planet, 
linking to other topics from the 
SOL but also raise awareness of 
food insecurity and inequalities 
around the globe. 



such as climate change 
although; we gain money in the 
process. We need to 
understand how we get the 
right balance to have a 
sustainable future. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know relevant and 
comprehensive detail of the 
challenges faced by the UK and 
the rest of the world when 
accessing natural resources. To 
be able to demonstrate a 
perceptive understanding of 
the complex interactions 
between humans, resources 
and the environment as 
countries develop, offering 
solutions to a declining 
resource or environmental 
issues. 
MPA: To know accurate and 
appropriate knowledge of the 
challenges faced by the UK and 
the wider world when accessing 
natural resources. To be able to 
demonstrate a clear 
understanding of the 
interactions and 
interrelationships between 
people, development and the 
environment and offer 
solutions to the rising demand 
of resources. 
Transition: To know a basic 
understanding of the challenges 
faced by the UK and others 
when accessing natural 
resources. To be able to 
comment on the impacts of 
accessing natural resources and 
link them to development but 
also understand how to reduce 
human impacts on the 
environment. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know comprehensive 
detail of the challenges and 
solutions to food insecurity in 
HICs and LICs. To be able to 
construct sustained and 
convincing reasoning for the 
use of different solutions to 
food insecurity in different 
settings. 
MPA: To know and have a clear 
understanding of the challenges 
of food security across the 
globe.   To be able to use a 
range of geographical skills to 
identify reasons for food 
insecurity and offer clear 
solutions to the issues in HICs 
and LICs. 
Transition: To know a basic 
understanding of the factors 
that cause food insecurity. To 
be able to use basic 
geographical skills to describe 
patterns of food insecurity and 
comment on solutions to the 
problems. 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know points of views 
of stake holders and the 
advantages and disadvantages 
of the proposed changes or 
topic and to be able to 
construct sustained and 
convincing arguments to draw 
well-evidenced conclusions 
MPA: To know how to solve 
problems of a geography nature 
and to be able to construct 
coherent arguments to draw 
conclusions supported by 
evidence 
Transition: To know describe 
different viewpoints and the 
issues that may arise from the 
topic content and to be able to 
make straightforward 
comments with some reference 
to evidence 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know… and to be able 
to… 
MPA: To know… and to be able 
to… 
Transition: To know… and to be 
able to… 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know… and to be able 
to… 
MPA: To know… and to be able 
to… 
Transition: To know… and to be 
able to… 

Milestones/outcomes: 
HPA: To know… and to be able 
to… 
MPA: To know… and to be able 
to… 
Transition: To know… and to be 
able to… 



End of K.S. Milestones/Outcomes: 
HPA: To know a perceptive understanding of complex interactions and interrelationships between people and the environment and between geographical phenomena and to be able to use and evaluate a wide 
range of geographical skills and techniques effectively 
MPA: To know a clear understanding of interactions and interrelationships between people and the environment and between geographical phenomena and to be able to use a range of geographical skills and 
techniques accurately, showing understanding of their purpose 
Transition: To know limited knowledge, understanding and application of geographical information and issues and to be able to use some basic geographical skills and techniques with limited accuracy 

 

 


