
History PLC – The First World War 

Key Event 

RED AMBER GREEN Achieved in 
Midterm 

DIRT 

Achieved in the 
formative 

assessment 

Alliances in Europe 

 I know which countries had alliances 

 I know what these alliances were called 

 I know the terms of these alliances 
 

     

European Rivalries (Naval Race, Arms Race, 
France vs Germany, Empire) 

 I know what the Naval Race was 

 I know what the Arms Race was 

 I know how the 1870 war led to tension 
between France and Germany 

 I know how jealousy of Empires led to 
tension in Europe 

     

The Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand 

 I know how Franz Ferdinand was killed 

 I know who killed Franz Ferdinand 

 I know why Franz Ferdinand was killed 
 

     

The Schlieffen Plan 

 I know what the Schlieffen Plan was 

 I know what the Schlieffen Plan intended 
to achieve 

 I know why the Schlieffen Plan didn’t 
achieve its aims 

 

     

Recruitment Propaganda 

 I know what propaganda means 

 I know what propaganda aims to achieve 

 I know the emotions Propaganda tried to 
evoke 

 

     

Conditions in the Trenches 

 I know why the trenches were used 

 I know what conditions were like 

 I know the impact these conditions had 
on the health of soldiers 

 

     

Weapons of WWI 

 I know what weapons were used  

 I know why new weapons were invented 
during WWI 

 I know the impact these weapons had on 
the war 

 

     

Key Battles of WWI (Ypres, Somme, Passchendale) 

 I know the significance of these battles 

 I know how weather conditions impacted 
these battles 

 I know the tactics used in these battles 

     



 I can explain how all of the above led to a 
high number of deaths in these battles 

COPS 

 I can analyse a source using COPS 

 I can make inferences from sources 

 I can explain my inferences using specific 
evidence from the source 

 I can evaluate the nature, origin, and 
purpose of a source 

     

PEEL 

 I can explain the events of WWI using the 
PEEL paragraph structure 

 I can explain historical points with 
specific evidence from my historical 
knowledge 

     

 

 

 


