
As we reach the end of another busy term I thank you 

for your support as we continue our drive to secure the 

best possible outcomes for our students.  Thank you to 

all the teachers that have given their time during this 

Easter break to facilitate revision sessions for Year 11 

students, and thank you to parents for encouraging your 

child to attend.  The resilience and maturity of our 

young people at this important stage in their education 

is to be commended.   

 

Earlier in the term, the Academy was visited by the   

Department for Education. From the Regional School 

Commissioner’s office; Jonathan Duff - Acting Director, 

Deonne Rowland - Deputy Director and Phoebe     

Clapham - Project Lead were taken on a tour of the 

Academy. They visited a number of lessons and     

classrooms, had a full tour of both campuses and later 

met a range of students for lunch, to talk about school 

and their experiences and opinions at the Academy; 

myself and Mr Fogg were able to attend the meeting 

also.  

 

Our students were honest and reflective but positive 

and polite throughout. There was evidence of incredible 

pride from a number of the students in the experiences 

that they have been able to gain in their time here;   

others spoke proudly at the support that they had been 

given, how their behaviours had changed and that they 

were now on-track for their aspirant career pathways. 

The feedback from Jonathan Duff was brief, as per   

formal DfE visits, but he spoke about the students being 

a group of very aspiring young people who know their 

school very well and who made reflective comments on 

their thoughts for further improvements.  

 

I wish to congratulate all students that have received 

rewards at our end of term assemblies.  All subjects 

nominated a student in each year group that have 

shown unwavering dedication, progress and            

commitment in that subject, and I applaud all those 

nominated.  To encourage and foster a love for reading 

and literature, the Academy have invested in rewarding 

through the giving of books.  We are pleased that 170 

books were awarded at the end of term assemblies, and 

since Christmas 346 students received a book from the 

Academy as recognition of their efforts towards that 

subject.  Well done to all.  

At the close of term, we sadly had to bid farewell to Mrs 

Karen Gill, our SENCo and teacher of Computer       

Science, Business and ICT; who after 12 years at the 

Academy will be leaving for pastures new.  Mrs Gill has 

become a truly valued and highly respected member of 

the Academy team and it is with a heavy heart that we 

say goodbye and we wish her all the very best.   

 

Mr Simon Caddick is also moving on to new pastures 

and will take-up post in a further education college from 

Easter. Mr Caddick has been with us for 7 years. In   

taking up post as an Art teacher, he started to teach 

Photography and the enjoyment and success in the   

subject has developed to A Level study also, with a 

growing number of students selecting the option year on 

year. Students have only positive things to say when 

talking about their lessons with Mr Caddick. He has   

consistently high standards, teaches consistently very 

well, and as a result, students make very good progress. 

He is also be a colleague we send our very best wishes 

to. 

 

As one door closes, another opens and I wish to take 

this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to our new 

SENCo Mrs Jo Williams who will be joining us after the 

Easter break.  We also welcome Mr Stevie Lee Cairns, 

Faculty Leader of Practical & Information Technology 

Enterprise; and ex-student Lauren Glock who left the 

Academy after Sixth Form to continue her study at    

university.  I am very pleased that she is returning to 

Oasis Academy Isle of Sheppey as a trainee           

teacher.  Lauren was an inspiration when she was a 

student with us, and it was her vision as a student that 

led to the birth of our award winning dementia café.  We 

give her a very warm welcome back! 

 

I also take this opportunity to congratulate Mr & Mrs  

Osborne who have become proud parents to baby   

Teddy, and also to Mrs Hodgson on the arrival of baby 

Tia.  We send them our very best wishes at this very 

special time.  

 

Finally I wish you all a very pleasant Easter break.  Take 

the time to refresh and recharge as we head towards 

what will be another busy and productive summer term. 

 

With best wishes, 

Principal 



We were astonished to receive a call shortly after returning from the February half term break from the Queen’s 

Commonwealth Trust to inform that we were successful in our bid for funding to continue the work of our      

Dementia Café.  We were extremely surprised and honoured to be informed that not only were we to receive 

£2000 in funds, but students involved with the Dementia Café were invited to the all star cast WE Day Concert 

at Wembley on Wednesday 6th March.  Students were treated to a concert featuring celebrities including Pixie 

Lott, Liam Payne, Nicole Scherzinger, Connor Maynard amongst others.  In addition to this exciting offer, we 

were then given the astonishing news that two students representing the Dementia Café were invited to meet 

with the Duke and Duchess of Sussex backstage on the Day!   

WE is a celebration of young people making a difference to their local and global communities.  The movement 

seek to empower young people to become compassionate leaders and active citizens.  Tickets to the annual 

star studded event cannot be bought and are earnt through local and global work by young people determined 

to make their community a better place.  To be given the opportunity to attend this concert was an honour,  but 

for Year 10 student Sinead Hubbard and Year 8 student Lucy Brightman-Stokes, who have tirelessly given up 

their time to work with the dementia café whether in school or at the weekend in our many outreach              

programmes, they received the opportunity of a lifetime to meet with Prince Harry and Meghan Markle privately 

back stage with other selected youngsters from other organisations.  

Whilst twelve fellow student dementia café volunteers enjoyed the start studded concert, Sinead and Lucy 

spent time talking to the Duke and Duchess, informed them of our school and our Dementia Café and the     

impact it has had with the local community.   

Sinead said; “It was nerve-wracking, but really exciting. We gave them a teddy bear for the baby and a card 

from our school and they said it was lovely. We wished them good luck. It's great she was there, especially 

since she's pregnant. It was a once in a lifetime experience to meet them.” 

Lucy added; “Harry said he was happy it was a soft teddy, not a hard one, and said, 'That will go in the crib.' I 

couldn't speak (with excitement). I was awake until midnight.” 

Sinead and Lucy then went on to give an interview with Hello magazine which can be read via this link: 

https://www.hellomagazine.com/royalty/2019030670570/prince-harry-meghan-markle-royal-baby-nursery/?

fbclid=IwAR0CLsO4VlWICVZdHLBHsmS1t8y4BiT5bKRoXe03YOgRlW7SOIM27Rr91_M  

 

This was a fantastic opportunity and we could not be more proud of the students that represent us so well with 
the Dementia Café.  Well done to all involved! 

 

Mr Paul Murray 

https://www.hellomagazine.com/royalty/2019030670570/prince-harry-meghan-markle-royal-baby-nursery/?fbclid=IwAR0CLsO4VlWICVZdHLBHsmS1t8y4BiT5bKRoXe03YOgRlW7SOIM27Rr91_M
https://www.hellomagazine.com/royalty/2019030670570/prince-harry-meghan-markle-royal-baby-nursery/?fbclid=IwAR0CLsO4VlWICVZdHLBHsmS1t8y4BiT5bKRoXe03YOgRlW7SOIM27Rr91_M


We were ecstatic to find that students at the Academy were nominated for the Swale Volunteer Awards 2019 
by anonymous members of the community. 
 
The annual awards sponsored by Swale Borough Council recognises and celebrates the unsung heroes who 
volunteer their time and expertise to make Swale a better place to live.  The shortlisted nominees were invited 
to a dinner and awards evening held at the Barnyard, Upchurch on Friday 1st March where the winners were 
announced.   
 
It was a double victory for the Academy as Sixth Form student Michael Santangelo picked up the “Volunteering 
Contribution to Sport Award”, and the Oasis Dementia Café added the “Volunteering to Support Older People 
Award” to our ever increasing multitude of awards for this inspirational project.  
 
Year 12 student Michael Santangelo regularly gives up his evenings, weekends and school holidays to         
volunteer for Sheerness East Football Club, where he selflessly help run training sessions and holiday clubs.  
Michael works with young people who suffer from low self-esteem and a lack of belief in their own ability,     
inspiring them and building their confidence to believe in themselves.   
 
Louise Milne, County Sports Partnership Manager at Kent Sports says “I was delighted to present the Swale 
Volunteering Contribution to Sport Award to Michael Santangelo in recognition of the fantastic work he does for 
Sheerness East Youth Football Club where he coaches the U12 team twice a week and attends their matches, 
plus he referees for this school team, and he’s only 16 years old!  He is a great role model to children and 
adults as he gives so much back to the sport he loves.” 
 
Paul Murray, Community Hub Leader says “time and time again our students have proved what a fantastic 
bunch of young people we have at Oasis Academy Isle of Sheppey.  Their commitment to the local community 
and desire to constantly give back and help those in need is an inspiration to all.  What is astonishing is     
members of the public have taken the time to nominate our students and we could not be more proud of them.”   
 
Miss Lee adds “the Dementia Café and Michael Santangelo is a shining example of the wonderful students we 
have at the Academy, a testimony of our Oasis ethos in nurturing and developing the whole child to enable 
them to enrich the lives of themselves and others.  Well done and very well deserved!” 
 
 
 



Elevate Dance Company – Great Big Dance Off  

Elevate competed in their first competition of the year last week. The company, having reached the      
regional final already, travelled to Folkestone for the day, competing against a range of schools from 
Maidstone to St Richards. The company did really well and put on a great performance, performing with 
commitment and focus throughout. The competition was extremely tough and I am very proud of the    
company for placing eighth out of around 60 entries. Well done Elevate!  

Miss S Kent 

 

Year 8 West Geography 

As part of the Geography curriculum, Year 8 students studied ecosystems, with a focus on tropical       
rainforests. This gave the students an insight into the climate, locations, characteristics, species and    
special adaptations made by both animals and plants necessary to survive in the rainforests. A homework 
competition was run for the duration of the topic for the students to create a model of a tropical rainforest. 
There were some amazing submissions made by the students.  Well done to all the students that entered 
their models and congratulations to the runners up: Kyle Lowe, Kristiyan Valev, Paige Greening and     
Jamie King.  The overall winners were Grace Thomas and Clareece Wilson, well done and                  
congratulations on a superb effort. 

Ms Barnett 

Kristiyan Valev 

Kyle Lowe 

Clareece Wilson & Grace Thomas 

Winners 

Jamie King 

Paige Greening 





Careers Fair – Wednesday 3rd April  

On Wednesday 3rd April we held our annual Careers Fair on our West Campus.  It was an opportunity for our 

students to meet with local businesses, colleges, apprenticeship providers and universities.   The event was 

also open to the local community after school. 

It was a successful event and our students gained extremely useful information about the different career 

routes available to them in the local area and beyond. 

Students received information on apprenticeship opportunities to gain a better understanding of the               

progression routes that lead to rewarding careers 

 

Exhibitors included: 

Breheny Civil Engineering      University of Creative Arts    

McDonalds         Canterbury Christ Church University 

Williams Giles Chartered Accountants    University of Kent 

NatWest Bank PLC       Sheppey College 

New Appointments Group Limited      Kent Training and Apprenticeships    

Bond Group        IPS International 

BRFM Radio        LaunchPad 

Swale Borough Council       Royal Navy 

Natwest         Kent Police 

DWP                    KATO 

A BIG THANK YOU to all the local businesses who were kind enough to donate food, cakes and balloons to 
our end of term reward discos. The students had a great time and the food and decorations were fantastic! 

Thank you to The Abbey Cake Shop, Leysdown Bakery, Delightful Tea Rooms, Nessys Novelty Balloon       
Factory. 

Students also received Easter eggs and sweetie cones in our end of term rewards assemblies in recognition of 
improved effort, conduct and progress this term.  Thank you to Tesco, Morrisons, Poundland and Iceland for 
their generous donations.  

Mrs McHugo & Miss Rowland 

 



Kent Academies Network 

Kent Academy Network (KAN) Universities Access Programme aims to encourage high calibre students from 

local academy schools to apply for places at top UK universities. The programme fosters ambition into these 

students, equipping them with the skills and approach they need to secure top higher education places, support 

them in their applications, and demonstrate that these places can be realistically achievable.   It is also         

intended that, in turn, these students raise awareness and ambitions amongst their peers.  

We are extremely proud that Oasis Academy Isle of Sheppey is one of five schools that is able to offer our 

students the opportunity to participate in this aspirational programme.   

The KAN programme is a four year scheme starting in Year 9.  Students apply in Year 9 and have to    

undertake a rigorous interview as part of the selection process.  Last week five of our Year 9 students   

visited  the Sevenoaks School for the assessment.  All five students were confident and at ease during the 

interview process, mixing comfortably with the mentors and other students.  The norm would be for two 

students from each of the five schools to be selected for the programme, however last year we were     

fortunate to receive places for three of our students.  We wait to see what happens this year. 

Oasis Academy students currently on the scheme have had a busy time with KAN.  

One group has been on a residential at Sevenoaks School, some stayed for a 

weekend whilst others were there for five days. Students currently on the scheme 

and attended the residential are Luis Trainor, Annalise Clements, and Jay-Cee 

McCreadie from Year 10; and Kennedi Hubbard and Ethan Butcher from Year 11.   

Other KAN activities this year included visits to Oxford University where students 

had a tour of Balliol College, met with undergraduate mentors and attended lectures 

at the prestigious university.  There will be further opportunities for students to    

attend a residential at Cambridge University this year. 

We wish the five Year 9 applicants the very best of luck as they await the outcomes of their interviews.   

 

Mr P Murray 

 

Year 8 Pathways Evening 

Thursday 2nd May  

East Campus, 5-7pm 

This evening is designed to provide key information as your child approaches the end of KS3 study and 
selecting subjects for study at KS4.  You will have an opportunity to meet subject teachers, discuss 

subject and course suitability and requirements to enable you and your child to make informed choices.  
There will be a presentation from the Principal at 5:15pm & 6:00pm.  



Easter Dementia Café 

Our Easter Dementia Café was held on Thursday 28th March on our East Campus.  Over 85 guests from local 
care homes joined us for an afternoon of entertainment and refreshments. We were pleased to welcome     
children from Elliott Park Primary School who joined us for the first time.  The children sang a wonderful      
collection of songs from the musical Les Miserables as well as showcasing their talent and flair in the playing 
of musical instruments.  Oasis Year 10 dancers put on a beautiful performance as Hair & Beauty students 
pampered our guests with hand massages.  Sheppey Matters brought along a wonderful selection of           
decorations for guests to make their own Easter bonnets.  Guests took home Easter eggs presented by the 
children, with some lucky winners of our free raffle draw.   

In addition to this Radio Kent joined us for the afternoon and made recordings and interviews which was aired 
on the Dominic King show on the 2nd April as part of their week’s focus on dementia awareness.   

Right At Home – Friday 29 March 

We were given the opportunity to showcase our dementia work at Right At Home based in Lordswood,       

Medway.  Right At Home is an organisation that support people who have dementia in their own home.  As the 

event was held in Medway this gave us the opportunity to work with our sister school, Oasis Skinner Street a 

primary school in Gillingham.  We took five of our students and four from Skinner Street to the event.  There 

were 30 professionals at the event including people from Medway Hospital and expert nutritionists. We         

explained the role of our café and its intergenerational work on Sheppey and beyond and how it has become a 

valued support for people with dementia, their carers and other vulnerable groups.  We later received an email 

from Grantley Lynch, Managing Director of Right At Home who was so impressed with our students that they 

plan on continuing the work with both Oasis Academies in the future.  

Let’s Discuss Dementia, NHS, Westgate Hall Canterbury – Saturday 9 March  

We were honoured to be invited to put on a dementia café the NHS event “Let’s Discuss Dementia” on         
Saturday 9th March.  Four students willingly gave up their Saturday to host a café for 130 delegates from the 
South-East of England.  The event consisted of a Market Place featuring a number of dementia support       
organisations and lectures were held on the subject.  The students worked solidly for four hours, setting up the 
café then serving drinks and cakes to everyone and then tidying up at the end.  Fay Sinclair, Head of          
Communications at NHS Kent Community Health wrote to the students afterwards saying, “Your dementia café 
was a highlight of the event and you were so helpful and ready to explain why the cafes you run are important 
to you and the people who attend.” 

Sheppey Matters 25th Birthday – Friday 5 April 

We were pleased to accept an invitation from the trustees of Sheppey Matters to 

attend the celebration of their 25th birthday with our dementia café.  Guests at 

the event included the Lord Lieutenant of Kent, the local Member of Parliament, 

Gordon Henderson and the Deputy Mayor of Swale, Ken Ingleton.  The afternoon 

included a series of speeches and presentations with the opportunity for guests 

to visit the exhibition stands featuring the work not only of Sheppey Matters, but also notable contributions 

from our Academy including the Oasis Dementia work, Sheppey FM and Gardening Club.  The guests were 

served with lunch from the Community Chef followed by Oasis students serving cakes from our dementia café.   

Mr Paul Murray 



Lettings News 

Beginners to Runners  

Beginners to Runners is a new running club starting at the Academy.  We are a fun, friendly and supportive 
club for all levels of runners.  Whether you are a complete beginner or an established runner, we can offer you 
the support and motivation to begin and continue your running journey.  We may start off as strangers but we 
all end up as friends. You’ll find us running on both Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Our next beginners start  

Tuesday 30th April 2019 @ 7:30pm 

Thursday 2nd May 2019 @ 7:30pm 

 

Running groups 

Tuesdays and Thursdays @ 7:30pm 

Gardening 

The new East Campus Gardening group have got underway with soil testing and weeding the planters    

already in place in the Shurland garden.  Meanwhile, the West group are in full swing with their community 

project - designing and creating a garden at Blackburn Lodge which will be used by residents and visitors as 

well as Wiggles Nursery.  All preparation has now been completed and raised planters have been            

constructed and painted.  Once the building team have been to lay the paving slabs, the next steps will be 

to fill the planters and plant the fruit, veg, herbs and flowers.  Well done to Katie, Dom, James and Michael 

for all your hard work, and to Anita and Paul from Sheppey Matters for your support. 

Look out for details of an after school Gardening Club starting soon! 

 

 

The Big Conversation 

Representatives from our Anti-Bullying and Peer Mentoring teams attended the annual young people’s mental 
health conference Big Conversation, held by Headstart at the Detling Showground.  The students took part in 
workshops including Youth Yoga, Lego Therapy, LGBTQ, Managing Stress, Youth Mental Health First Aid and 
Self-Esteem. Our team came up with some great questions to ask the panel, which included health                
professionals and youth workers.  They all came away with loads of free goodies, information and ideas in what 
was a very informative and worthwhile trip.  

 

 

Mrs Lyn Baseley 



Youth Bus 

For the last three terms we have been lucky to receive visits from the team at Brogdale CIC with the Youth Bus.  
The converted double-decker is a great place for students to engage with group activities to build confidence 
and develop a sense of identity.  Term 1 was Year 9 East, Term 2 was Year 9 West and this last term was Year 
8 West.  Here you can see Owen and Jake really leading the way in the team building challenge, but it took the 
whole team to “pass the spoon” over a distance of 2.9m 

 

Anti-Bullying 

On Thursday 14th March, some of our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors visited Cobham Hall School along with      
students from several other schools in Kent to attend a Diana Awards training day.   Our team learned about 
what other teams do in their schools and planned a new campaign which should earn them one of the new  
Diana Awards badges.  The details of the campaign are under wraps at the moment but will be revealed over 
the next few weeks.  Look out for the latest Vlog on the website.   
 

Road Safety Experience 

On Wednesday 20th March, Year 10 students visited the Kent Fire and Rescue Road Safety Experience.  
The message delivered was poignant and hard hitting, starting initially in the theatre as they watched an    
enactment of a road traffic accident which was emotional and distressing.  This was followed by a talk from 
the rescue services, before the students got the opportunity to investigate an accident scene to establish the 
possible causes and outcomes to the drivers and passengers.  Following on from this, they participated in 
games and activities to test reactions and choices.  The drivers roulette game encouraged the young people 
to make all the worst choices before spinning the roulette wheel to see possible outcomes.  The visit ended 
with a seat belt simulation to feel the force of sudden braking or impact at 30mph.  This was a very            
informative visit which we hope our young people have taken lessons from as they become responsible 
young adults.  Thank you to Kent Fire & Rescue Service.   

 

 

Mrs Lyn Baseley 



The Great British Spring Clean 

Year 7 students have been getting involved in the Great British Spring Clean, led by Mrs Baseley.  Groups of 

students have taken it turns to clean up our environment around the school site, local parks and the beach. A 

friendly competition was held amongst the mentoring groups over the volume of litter picked with some         

interesting items found.  Well done to all volunteers, you all did a great job!  

 

 

 

Sheppey’s War on Waste continued with a radio show on Sheppey FM 92.2, broadcasted on Tuesday 2nd 
April at 10am.  Annalise and Chelsey interviewed Ian Arnell, SBC Seafront officer, and Belinda Lamb from the 
Guardians of the Deep. Both gave the girls a lot of information about what goes on locally to keep our beaches 
clean and marine life safe from harm.  
 




