
 

 
As we end another term of learning in this new “normal”, I want to thank you again for your continued 
and unwavering support.  Your encouragement and keeping your children engaged during these       
prolonged periods of home learning has been fantastic, and we are grateful for this. We are coming up 
to a year of working within the confines of a pandemic, and we remain positive that we are over the 
most challenging stretch and are heading towards the light at the end of this very long tunnel.   
 
I thank parents that have taken the time to complete our Parent View survey.  We have had an        
overwhelming response and are encouraged by the large number of positive responses.  These have 
given us a good insight into areas you feel we have done well, and feedback in areas we can still      
improve on.  The survey told us 88% of parents either strongly agreed or agreed with the statement “I 
am happy with the measures taken by the school to keep everyone safe during the coronavirus        
pandemic.”  74% of parents either strongly agreed or agreed with “during school closure, the school has 
kept in regular contact to ensure that my child is safe and able to access learning.”  74% of parents told 
us they either strongly agreed or agreed with the statement “I am happy with the quality of remote   
learning my child has received during this lockdown.”  We have listened to parents on areas that still 
need more work, and our practice reviewed to address these.   
 
We thank parents for the many positive messages received on social media, via email and letters into 
school to show your appreciation of the efforts of the school and staff.  This period has been incredibly 
challenging for students, families and staff; however by working together and keeping our                
communication channels open, we will successfully come through this pandemic.  We ask that you  
continue to encourage your children to engage fully in all of their lessons.  Our remote learning          
curriculum has grown and evolved during this time; we are confident that by engaging with all lessons 
available to your child, we will be able to close the gaps in learning that this pandemic has created. 
 
We are immensely pleased to be able to secure over 500 IPads for students that have informed us they 
do not have access to their own device for remote learning.  These families have been communicated 
with and will be collecting their devices shortly if not already done so.  We hope that this provision will 
help tackle the inequalities outside of the classroom, to ensure that every child will have an equal       
opportunity to access the curriculum and online learning.   
 
The engagement of children in their home learning has been inspiring and joyful to see.  Time and time 
again, they have shown resilience, compassion and ability to step up to the challenges set.  We love 
seeing all the incredible work that are submitted.  A collation of students’ “beautiful work” is regularly 
shared on the academy’s Facebook page, we have included some of the highlights in this newsletter. 
 
Finally, I wish you all a restful half term break. I hope that students, families and staff take the much  
deserved time to recharge and be refreshed.  The new term starts on Monday 22nd February at 
8:30am, where we will welcome everyone back online and in school.  
 

  
 



Feeding the Community  Mr P Murray 

 

 

Since the start of this pandemic in March 2020, we have worked continuously to support our most         

vulnerable families in providing food parcels to those most in need.  Through the generosity of sponsors, 

including Minster On Sea Parish Council, Sheerness Town Council, Swale Borough Council, Henry      

Oldfield Trust, Coniston Ltd and several private individuals, we have been able to provide and deliver an    

incredible 8900 food parcels to help families that are struggling during these challenging times. These 

have been welcomed and appreciated by families, in particular those who have found themselves in times 

of hardship due to losing their jobs, being made furloughed or losing a loved one.   

The programme has grown considerably since it began in March 2020 due to the increase in need as the 

challenges of this pandemic wears on.  Through the generosity and compassion of our sponsors, we have 

been able to increase and extend the number of families we have been able to support with weekly       

donations from the Sheppey Champions at Morrisons, fortnightly deliveries from Magic Breakfast and 

monthly parcels from FareShare.   

We are also supported by the Salvation Army in Sheerness, which has enabled us to develop a strong link 

with the food bank at the Trinity Church.  Through these connections we have been able to source a    

supply of blankets to help families during this cold spell, which has been very much welcomed.  Through 

working with Curly’s Farm we have received a number of deliveries from M&S that were bound for France, 

but due to delays at the border from Brexit, they were saved from wastage and made it into the homes of 

grateful families on the island.   

Our food delivery programme and partnership with Magic Breakfast has gained attention from the national 

press, you can read the article in the I News via the link below:  

https://inews.co.uk/news/christmas-appeal/is-magic-breakfast-appeal-setting-up-breakfast-club-brought-

school-together-854986 

We offer our sincere and heartfelt gratitude for the incredible support, kindness and generosity of our 

sponsors which has enabled us to reach out to the community in this way.  We know our families have 

been extremely appreciative.   

If any family find themselves, or know of others in a situation that require help with food provisions, please 

get in touch with the school.  We will do our best to support you.   
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Dance  Miss S Kent 

We set our dancers the challenge of taking creative pictures of themselves dancing in the snow, here are 
the fabulous entries we have had in!  Thank you so much to everyone who took part, the pictures have 
gone above and beyond our expectations! 

 



Year 11 Update  Mrs S Hartnell 

 

Thank you to all Year 11 students for the excellent 
quality of your work in school and in online lessons. 
Your resilience has been impressive and we hope to 
update you on the assessment process for GCSEs in 
the very near future. 

We have received a substantial number of             
applications to our Sixth Form, thank you for these.  
It’s not too late to make an application, so if you have 
not applied for a place yet, head over to the school 
website and complete the online application via the 
link below:   

https://www.oasisacademyisleofsheppey.org/sixth-
form/ethos 

 

If you have any questions about our Sixth Form or if 
you would like career advice, please contact Miss 
Sargent and Ms Kempt. 

Anna Sargeant (Head of Sixth Form):  

Anna.Sargeant@oasisisleofsheppey.org  

Chere Kempt (Careers & Progression): 
Chere.Kempt@oasisisleofsheppey.org  

Anti-Bullying  Mrs L Baseley 

Our Anti-Bullying Ambassador programme continues for all of our new 
recruits to complete their training, whether in school or remotely from 
home. We now have 33 new members from years 7 to 9 added to our 
existing team, so thank you to all who have volunteered and are working 
towards being Upstanders. Next term they will be coached by youth 
workers from Swale Youth to prepare them as Peer Mentors, ready to 
support other children in their own years as they return to school. We 
also have some       exciting additional training to come from The Diana 
Awards Anti-Bullying Programme. 

Any students who would like to be part of the team but have not yet 
signed up, please email anti-bullying@oasisisleofsheppey.org telling us what you think we mean by bullying    
behaviour, and why you want to be an Anti-Bullying Ambassador. 

With more young people turning to social media and gaming platforms as a means of staying in touch with friends 
through lockdowns and restricted socialising, remember that any cyberbullying must always be     reported. There 
are reporting buttons on all social media platforms and through internet providers. Students and their families can 
also use our own reporting systems for advice and support. 

The Diana Awards have lots of information on their website for students and for parents and carers:  

https://www.antibullyingpro.com/resources 

Accelerated Reader and 
World Book Day! Miss C Smith 

Thank you to everyone who has been accessing  
Accelerated Reader this term. It’s been wonderful to 
see what everyone is reading. Our mobile library has 
also been a success and hopefully some of you have 
had some enjoyable hours escaping into some of our 
books. We have now read over five million words as 
a school which is a huge achievement!  

We are in the process of launching lots of             
competitions to help support you with your reading 
journey including the MyOn Book Challenge and our 
Words Read competition.  

Well done to our two millionaire readers in Year 7! 
We look forward to seeing who else earns this     
prestigious title.  

This term has also seen the launch of our Virtual 
Book Club which we will be continuing with and    
expanding after half term.  

Finally, World Book Day will be happening next term 
on March 4th! We will be running some competitions 
and whole school events to recreate the day as best 
as possible remotely. More information will come out 
after half term so make sure to check your emails. 

If you have any issues with Accelerated Reader,   
MyOn or reading in general, please email either our 
librarian Teresa.duey@oasisisleofsheppey.org  

or KS3 English Coordinator 
chloe.smith@oasisisleofsheppey.org  

who will be more than happy to help.  
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Drama  Mr C Brown 

Students in drama have been set the fun challenge of recreating scenes from their favourite films.  The 
challenge was met with fantastic enthusiasm from both students and staff.  We have had some          
excellent entries which we would like to share with you.                                     

 



Try Angle Awards 
 

We are excited and proud to announced that Year 13 student    
Natalie Tanner has been awarded the Swale winner of the Try   
Angle Awards, in recognition of her dedication and support in the 
delivery of Youth Projects throughout Swale.  

Natalie is committed to supporting other young people and have 
been involved in a number of events including the Swale Music 

and Memory events, Local Conversation Partnership Groups, Big Conversations, 
Try Angle Awards, Youth Project Summer Programmes and Bridge FM interviews about Youth Services.   

Natalie is a very humble young lady, who has great depths of empathy for others and a desire to help 
them overcome their barriers. She is inspirational in the way she faces and handles her own challenges 
and is able to channel her experiences to benefit those she works with.   

Natalie says “being a member of the youth clubs myself inspired me to engage with these projects        
because it had helped me to develop my confidence in speaking with others and in front of others, so I 
wanted to help others in the same way. If I hadn’t been to the youth clubs then I would never have had the 
confidence to be able to be part of the projects.  I am grateful to have received this award as it shows that 
what I have taken part in has had value.” 

Well done Natalie, we are hugely proud of you! 

 

Eco-Schools Green Flag  Mrs L Baseley 

 

We are absolutely delighted to have been awarded our first 
Green Flag in the Eco-Schools programme.  This programme 
enables young people to engage with activities which           
contribute to the improvement of their school and local        
community environment.   

Students have been participating with this programme over the 
past two years and have engaged with a number of activities  
including community litter picks in parks and beaches, live   
radio shows for the Sheppey FM War on Waste Campaign, 
gardening projects in school and in the community with the 
support of the Sheppey Lifestyles Gardeners,  

We thank the students that have participated in this programme and look forward to continuing our eco 
friendly journey after lockdown.  

 



Music  Ms S Williams 
In music, Year 7 & 8 students had a completion of making melodies on drinking glasses filled with       
water.  They tuned their glasses to different pitches and then had the option to learn one of three        
melodies, or compose their own.  The engagement was fantastic and we had some wonderful work    
submitted by some very creative students.  Well done to you all, and well done to the winners and runner
-ups who all picked up Amazon vouchers for their efforts!  

 

Year 7 winner: Archie Clarke 

Year 7 runner-up: Isabelle Allen 

 

Year 8 winner: Alfie Atkins 

Year 8 runner-up: Poppy Endean 

 



A hauntingly beautiful exploration into the theme of plastic surgery  

by Year 12 Art Student Nicole Graves 



M is enjoying the remote learning and is completing all 
assignments and logging on to every session.  I would 
just like to take this opportunity to thank yourself and 
all the staff and teachers for all their hardwork and sup-
port throughout this challenging time. M looks forward 
to every lesson. Thank you.   

                         Parent via email  

Big well done to all the staff at 

Oasis you have all done amazing! 

                       Parent via email 

I was told by my son’s doctor to put him in 
Oasis when he starts school in September as 
they have the best SENCO team in the area. 

                           Parent on Facebook 

 

I just wanted to thank you all again for going above 
and beyond throughout this term. Every extra thing 
the teachers do is just amazing, even things like just by 
being on hand whenever the children need them.  

                                   Parent via email 

I can’t thank Oasis staff enough. They have gone above and 
beyond in all areas. If my daughter has started to waiver 
from her learning, they make contact quickly to make me 
aware. They have taken parents feedback and adjusted to 
help us. Well done!  

                                       Parent View 

I would just like to thank you.   I have 3 
children at 3 different schools and your 
school has been the best by far .                                               

                              Parent View 

Both of my children have been to and still attend 
the academy, 6th form too. Smashed their results 
so far, happy to go to school, what more can you 
ask for? They well and truly stepped up to the 
plate during Covid. Let's start celebrating our 
school I say!                                Parent View 

The school in my opinion was a great 
choice I made for my kids.    

                   Parent View 

I am really pleased with the school. My daughter was really 
nervous starting secondary school but thanks to all the 
teachers and all the help and support she has settled in so 
well and loves going to school.  

                                          Parent View 

Think during the pandemic the School has 
out performed every secondary school In 
Swale and should be commended.  

                                Parent View 

...we take our hat off to all of the teachers having to 
manage the home schooling at the moment, we can 
imagine it’s not an easy task!! You are all amazing in 
our opinion.  

                                                Parent via email 

Absolutely can't fault the school and all the effort the 
teachers are putting in throughout the pandemic! The 
help and support they have provided is second to 
none!  

 Parent View 



Friends of Oasis   
Mrs L Baseley 

“Are you a local business who can offer   
careers advice to a young person? 

Are you retired and able to offer reading 
support to a young person? 

Do you have some time on your hands with 
an interest or a passion to raise aspirations 
and support a young person to reach their 
full potential? 

Oasis Academy Isle of Sheppey are looking 
to expand their team of volunteers and build 
a bank of expertise that will support our   
students to become the best possible      
versions of themselves.  

Training and safeguarding procedures will 
be completed in advance of our students’ full 
return to school.  

For more information about how to volunteer 
as a Friend of Oasis, and the chance to 
make a difference to a young person’s life 
chances, please contact 
Lyn.baseley@oasisisleofsheppey.org” 

 

Term 4 starts on  

Monday 22nd February 
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