
As we close our first term of 2019, we are able to 
acknowledge a number of people and achievements 
seen in this termly newsletter.  

The Academy was in an exceptional position in January 
when we featured in the BBC’s Songs of Praise. The  
episode was seen by over one million viewers and gave 
another excellent opportunity to showcase the work we 
do in our support for Dementia Care as Aled Jones    
visited our Dementia Café and spent time with our     
students. Upon speaking to him, he was himself very 
proud of the care and compassion that our young     
people demonstrate. He was also touched by the       
excellent singing and dance performances.  You can 
view the clip of our Academy on Songs of Praise by 
clicking on this link: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06xtdn4 

We have since also held another Dementia café. This 
one on the West Campus, our Valentines Special was 
visited by over 120 guests, a huge surprise to              
Mr Murray; and again our young people rose brilliantly to 
the occasion. We were also supported by Oasis       
Academy Skinner Street, who themselves came to see 
the café in action as they begin plans to support        
dementia care in Gillingham and their local care homes.  

During the term students have been learning about the 
Science of Learning. As much of recent education     
research tells us, students make much more educational 
progress when they have a full understanding of how 
they learn and how they need to use new learning to 
become memory. The Science of Learning has been led 
by Miss Kenney-Purcell and teaches children how they 
need to use new learning and apply it in different      
context, use it repeatedly and work with techniques like 
dual-coding for real long-term memory                       
development.  Academy leaders have seen good      
evidence of this during our observations in lessons and 
in improved student work in exercise books.  Students in 
Year 10 and 11 have commented positively on how this 
has helped with revision in the recent English and maths 
examinations. We continue with this research-based 
learning in Term 4. 

I would like to thank all parents who attended recent 
Parents Evenings. At this vital stage of education for our 
students in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 these evenings 
were attended by approximately 50% of our families. 
This number continues to grow, of which we are 
pleased, the feedback from parents and carers helps me 
to ensure we inform the messages that parents wish to 
receive about their children, their educational             
experiences and most importantly the help that they can 
provide for their children as the summer examination 
season approaches.  

 

 

I would also like to thank staff for their continued hard 
work as we continue to improve all aspects of the    
academy. New staff to the academy – Miss Hart, Miss 
Gregory, Miss Payne, Miss Stevens and Mr Kajee have 
settled well into posts. The feedback from students for 
all has been positive; students describe better support 
and care, a smiley and happy Receptionist on our West 
Campus and pleased now to have a full-time maths 
teacher for many of our East-based maths groups. Well 
done to you all.   

I also thank the work and efforts of all subject leaders 
who, with Mrs Hartnell’s guidance are working           
vigorously to support Year 11 students to complete    
examination courses so that students and teachers have 
the benefit of a solid period of revision after the March 
mock examination series. The year group are working 
well, and we are already this year in a very solid position 
with record numbers of sixth form applications made.  
This level of student recruitment and the desire to     
engage with sixth form study at the academy is an          
encouraging and positive advancement for the academy 
and the local community .  If families require any further 
information about sixth form courses and application, 
please contact Miss Curran, Director of the Sixth Form. 

So much of the work that takes place on a day-to-day 
basis is completed by the many teams of non-teaching 
staff working at the academy. I pay thanks in this    
newsletter to our Property and Estates team, who have 
worked relentlessly this winter, despite troublesome and 
faulty boilers. The academy has, in the main, been a 
very warm and safe space. I also thank our                
administrative teams, who with staff shortages this term 
have work well collectively as a team, across both sites 
to ensure all information to you and to students is     
completely both professionally and timely.  

And I finally thank you all for your continued support for 
your children and for the academy. Term 3 is one of the 
more challenging school terms, the weather and        
expected coughs and colds have taken their toll this 
term; we have been affected by lower than expected 
attendance rates. Our target for this term is to secure 
rates well into 90%, which we have not achieved in 
Term 3. I ask please that all children attend for every 
day possible, unless significant illness or ill-health deem 
this not to be possible.  

I wish you all a very pleasant term break and look      
forward to Spring as we return.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06xtdn4


Kent Academies Network Visit To Balliol College, Oxford University 

 

The Kent Academies Network is a programme to inspire high attaining young people that have the       
capacity to get into the top universities.  It is a four year programme starting in Year 9 where students, put 
forward because they are capable of achieving a very strong set of GCSEs, are selected after undergoing 
a rigorous interview process from a panel of professors at universities including Oxbridge.  Only two    
students will make it onto the course, and are expected to remain until the end of their sixth form studies.  
The course is aimed at raising academic and career aspiration among these young people and improving their 
chances of attaining a place at university, particularly for those students who may be the first in their family to 
study at a university.   

In each of the four years of the programme, the group of students will spend one week at Easter and one 
week in the summer on a residential course. These weeks away will provide an opportunity to strengthen 
knowledge of core subjects and also provide the chance to experience a range of subjects and activities that 
will help them develop in other ways - activities in art, music, literature and science, for example.  As students 
move into the Sixth Form they will also be given specific help in making an application to university. 

We are extremely fortunate and privileged in that we are one of only five academies that participate in this 
scheme, giving our students an unsurpassed opportunity like no other.  The other academies that make up the 
scheme include Skinner’s Kent Academy, Folkestone Academy, Marsh Academy and The John Wallis      
Academy.  The programme also includes three independent schools which are The Tonbridge School, 
Benenden School and Sevenoaks School.   

On Tuesday 12th February, the students on the KAN scheme had the opportunity to visit Balliol College, 
Oxford University.  For the five students involved, it was an early start; we left school at 7:40am on the 
minibus for the first leg of our journey to Sevenoaks School, where we joined KAN participants from other 
schools and travelled together on the coach to Oxford.  We arrived at the university town at 11:45 where 
we were greeted by students of Oxford University who were mentors on the KAN scheme.  The mentors 
gave our students a guided tour of Balliol College before lunch in the university dining room.  After lunch 
the students were split according to their year groups.  Years 10 and 11 stayed in Balliol for academic 
sessions, whilst Sixth Formers went to Ashmolean Museum to study Classical Art. The groups later     
reunited at the Oxford Natural History/Pitt Rivers Museum where they attended a lecture on animal    
structures that was aimed at undergraduate level.  We then returned to Balliol for a question and answer 
session with our mentors. 

It was a fascinating and inspirational day.  It was made very clear to students that a place at a prestigious 
university such as Oxbridge is within reach for those willing to put in the effort and work hard.  You will 
need an excellent set of examination results, and be able to impress in a series of interviews.  Sixth Form 
students will have help and support with applications and interview techniques. 

We are currently looking to recruit two Year 9 students onto the scheme now.  If you are interested 
please speak to the Heads of Year 9 or Mr Paul Murray at paul.murray@oasisisleofsheppey.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr P Murray 

mailto:paul.murray@oasisisleofsheppey.org


 
As I’m sure you are aware, the summer GCSE exams are right around the corner and students should all now 
be working very hard at home preparing themselves. To help our students focus their revision and make it is as 
effective as possible we have begun to use an online programme called Seneca Learning. It is already making 
massive improvements to the grades of the students that are using it. 
 
Seneca Learning is an excellent way for students to revise on their computer or on their phone. It takes          
students through the content they need to learn for their exam. Importantly, it then quizzes students on what 
they have learnt, and if they are wrong it will give them further help until they have learnt it. All students should 
now be using Seneca Learning at home to revise for their Science GCSEs, we recommend at least 1 hour each 
week. Most students will now have signed up and used it in a Science lesson so will be ready to use it at home. 
 
If your child has signed up all they need to do is: 
Step 1: Open an internet browser (Any browser except Internet Explorer will work) 
Step 2: Go to SenecaLearning.com 
Step 3: Click on “Log in”  
Step 4: Click on “Classes and assignments” 
Step 5: Click on the assignments they have been set by their teacher and work their way through them 
 
If your child has not signed up in lesson they can follow this simple process: 
Step 1: Open an internet browser (Any browser except Internet Explorer will work) 
Step 2: Go to SenecaLearning.com 
Step 3: Click on “Get Started” or “Sign Up” 
Step 4: Create your account (If you don’t know your parent email, then type: N/A. School is Oasis Academy Isle 
of Sheppey) 
Step 5: Click on “Classes & Assignments” (You’ll find this in the top menu) 
Step 6: Click on “Join Class” (It’s the green button in the top right corner) 
Step 7: Type the code from your teacher (please see the codes on the back of this letter) 
 
Parents/carers can also make a login following the same steps as a child, but choose parent account. You will 
then be notified of your child’s assignments and how much time they are spending revising. This will allow you 
to encourage them and check how they are doing. 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teachers or                              
email: david.jones@oasisisleofsheppey.org. 
 
 
 

Mr D Jones 

mailto:david.jones@oasisisleofsheppey.org


The Science of Learning 

With the content students need to remember to succeed in the GCSEs, active 

independent revision focused on transferring key knowledge from the working 

memory to the long term memory will be the key to success. 

As a school, we have been explicitly teaching students six key Science of 

Learning strategies to support embedding knowledge in the long term 

memory. The three covered so far are retrieval, spaced practice and dual 

coding.  

There are a number of online resources our young people have access to 

that uses these strategies to support memorisation of content. Well done to 

students that have been engaging with these resources.  Teachers are    

keeping a league table and prizes will be awarded to those showing most   

engagement!  

 

To download the PIXL lit app: https://englishapp.pixl.org.uk  

School ID: IS394 

User ID: Surname and first initial (no spaces) (e.g. JONESE) 

Password: Surname and first name (no spaces) 

 

GCSE Pod  

Log in to https://www.gcsepod.com and go to ‘My Course’ and ‘English Literature’. Watch short 3-4 minute 

revision videos that use dual coding to support revision. As you watch, make notes to summarise the          

information. Try to draw pictures to go alongside. Then create 5 questions and answers based on the video.  

Next week, try to answer the questions from memory and/or write the notes you made from memory. Check 

against the originals and fill in any information or answers you missed from memory in a different colour. This 

needs to be the focus of your revision over the next fortnight.  

Good luck with revision! Students in Years 10 and 11 who have their exams in only three months should be 

aiming for at least 3 hours of English revision per week. This should not be crammed into one session but 

spaced into 40-50 minute chunks over the course of the week.  

“Successful and unsuccessful people do not vary greatly in their abilities. They vary in their desires to reach 
their potential.”  

 

Miss Kenny-Purcell 

https://englishapp.pixl.org.uk
https://www.gcsepod.com




 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The internet is a fantastic place...but do you know if your child is safe?   

Our Safeguarding Team have put together some tips on helping you to keep your child safe while online.      
If you require any further information or support please contact our Safeguarding Team:                               
Emma Lawson, Andy Fogg, Sam Marshall or Lyn Baseley and the Anti-Bullying Team 

Use Parental Controls - Check your child’s device         
restrictions and enable parental controls.  Ask your child to 
be open and honest with you about their passwords and 
profiles.  

Privacy Settings – It's important your child checks their 
privacy and location settings regularly especially when    
updating apps, in particular with social media apps such as 
Snapchat.  Encourage them to use strong passwords eg, a 
combination of three or more random words or capital    
letters, numbers and symbols. 

Smart Sharing – Open that conversation with your child, talk 
about the risks when uploading and sharing private        
information or photographs – you can never be sure whose 
hands it will end up in or who can see it. 
Remember: Employers and colleges can also check 
their social media profiles in years to come. 

Online/Cyber Bullying - Watch out for uncharacteristic 
behaviour.  Are they being upset or secretive? Have 
they recently changed friends, or is there a change in 
the amount of time they’re spending online? 

If your child is being bullied, please tell them not to   
retaliate. Screenshot messages before blocking the 
bully as the post may be deleted and evidence lost.  

Block and report the user to the social platform. 
Unfortunately, there is not a specific law which makes 
cyberbullying illegal but it can be considered a criminal 
offence under several Acts including Protection from 
Harassment Act (1997), Malicious Communications Act 
(1988), Communications Act (2003), Obscene Publica-
tions Act (1959) and Computer Misuse Act (1990).  

Useful websites: 

       Bullying.co.uk                       Childline (cyberbullying) 

Both Facebook terms and conditions and Instagram terms and conditions states account 
holders must be 13 years or older.  This is to help protect young people and parents should 
discourage and prevent young children from flouting these rules.  
Facebook has joined forces with the UK's Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre 
(CEOP), you can now add the 'Click CEOP' app to your profile to report inappropriate      
content directly to Facebook.  

Inappropriate content and how to report 

Report inappropriate content on Facebook               Report inappropriate content on Instagram  

Snapchat 

If you've seen something you're worried about you should report to Snapchat 
directly. 
Remember, Snapchat pictures may only last for a few seconds but anyone can 
screenshot images if they're quick enough as well as the more specific apps 
designed to “capture” snaps.   

 

 Twitter 

To report abuse or inappropriate content on Twitter:  

without needing to log in: visit 'Report a violation' 

when you're logged in: select your profile name at the top right and then the 'Help' link from 

the drop down tab which appears, select 'Report a violation' 

Helpful websites for more information:  

Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP) - a government-led site that offers 
internet safety advice for parents and carers and includes a virtual police station for reporting 
abuse on the internet.  
Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) - website and hotline where members of the public can    
report images of child abuse (from anywhere in the world), criminally obscene and criminally 
racist content hosted in the UK.  
Think U Know - offers parents, teachers and young people information and advice on internet 
sites and new technology.  
Stop It Now - a partnership of leading children's charities who work with the government and 
child protection agencies to promote public education and prevent child sexual abuse.  
Get Safe Online - a one-stop shop for reliable up-to-date information about online safety.  

mailto:emma.lawson@oasisisleofsheppey.org
mailto:andrew.fogg@oasisisleofsheppey.org
mailto:samuel.marshall@oasisisleofsheppey.org
mailto:lyn.baseley@oasisisleofsheppey.org
mailto:anti-bullying@oasisisleofsheppey.org
http://www.bullying.co.uk/
http://www.childline.org.uk/Explore/Bullying/Pages/online-bullying.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/terms
https://help.instagram.com/478745558852511
http://www.facebook.com/apps/application.php?id=132438026779126
https://en-gb.facebook.com/help/212722115425932
https://help.instagram.com/165828726894770/
https://support.snapchat.com/en-GB/i-need-help
https://support.twitter.com/articles/15789
http://www.ceop.police.uk/
http://www.iwf.org.uk/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.stopitnow.org.uk/
http://www.getsafeonline.com/


Dockyard Church Project 

On Wednesday 23rd January, twenty three students across both campuses attended a 
workshop on the Dockyard Church Project.  This was an activity with the aim of raising    
aspiration amongst our students, led by Corinna Dean from the Department of Architecture 
at the University of Westminster.  The students were set various tasks and activities 
throughout the session, including drawing their route from home to their favourite place in 
Sheppey.  Our students, many of which were very capable artists, had a chance to produce 
their own postcards on Sheppey, advertising the beautiful island in which we live and work.  
In addition to this, they were tasked with producing a large map of Sheppey, placing on it 

places of interests, followed by a question and answer session.  
The students were informed that there would be an exhibition of 
their work in Sheerness at a future date.   

It is absolutely fantastic that some of the students on this project were part of the    
original group when we started the Dockyard Church Project three years ago with     
Dr William Butler from the University of Kent who launched the project.  Corinna Dean 
was pleased with the engagement and the work produced by our students which she 
informed was undergraduate level.  Well done to all involved! 

 

Dignity Action Day 

Friday 1st February was Dignity Action Day.  Student representatives Sinead Hubbard, Emre Huseyin, Paige 
Davey, Charlotte Cruickshank and Lena Modzinska visited Woodstock Care Home in Sittingbourne as an     
extension of their dementia outreach work.  The residents and staff of Woodstock often attend the Dementia 
Cafes run by the Oasis students and it was through these visits that we have been able to extend our link.   

On arrival we were met by Marina Foreman, the home’s Activity Co-ordinator.  The  students were invited to 
write a message on a leaf which was pinned to the Dignity Tree wall display.  We brought along with us     
homemade cakes by Mrs Murray which we shared with the residents with a cup of tea.  The students then sat 
and chatted with the residents and helped them decorate memory boxes as they would at our dementia café.  
The staff at the home were very impressed with our students and were keen to invite them back again.   

Year 10 student Sinead Hubbard said “It’s a pleasure to be a part of the dementia team.  It’s helped me to    
develop my confidence and it’s nice to make a difference to other people’s lives.  It makes you feel good about 
yourself and makes the residents happy.” 

 

  

Mr P Murray 



 

Spirit of Try Angle Award 

On Sunday 20th January, fourteen student representatives from our Dementia Café attended the Spirit of Try 
Angle County Finals held at the Ashford International Hotel as we were nominated for Community Award    
Winners for Swale.  The students proudly received their certificates and trophy, with further bonus winnings for 
Year 10 students Emre Huseyin who won a hamper and Paige Davey who won a large box of chocolates.   

It was wonderful afternoon which the students gave up their weekend for, they truly are great representatives 
of our academy.  

 

 

Valentine’s Dementia Café 

Over 120 guests joined us on the West Campus for our Valentine’s Dementia Café on Thursday 14th February.  
We were joined by the children of Oasis Academy Skinner Street and Queenborough Primary School to       
welcome guests from Blackburn Lodge, Barton Court, Oakdene and The Island Care Homes.  The guest list 
also included the Mayor of Swale, Councillor Samuel Koffie-Williams, and representatives from Sheppey 
Churches Together amongst others.   

Queenborough Primary School, having recently been crowned the Swale Primary Dance Champions kicked off  
the entertainment for the afternoon with a fantastic dance performance, and were presented with their medals 
by the Mayor of Swale.  The audience were then treated to an awe inspiring performance by our very own    
Oasis dancers who are now regular performers for our dementia café guests.  We received the news that our 
dementia café had been nominated for the Spirit of Try Angle Award,  and took the opportunity for our students 
to be congratulated by The Mayor  and  Mr Paul  Aspin, the Chair of our Academy Council for the outstanding 
work that these students commit to without hesitation, time after time.   

It was a fantastic afternoon where the community, elderly and young bonded over tea, cakes and                  
entertainment.  Students served refreshments and sat with our guests, helping them decorate Valentines boxes 
over conversation and laughter.  Sheppey Matters provided guests the opportunity to arrange flowers.  Our   
visitors left with a red rose in a vase to take home and happy memories of another successful Oasis Dementia 
Café. We will next be   working with Oasis Academy Skinner Street to introduce a similar project to Medway 
care homes.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr P Murray 



 
Catering at Oasis Academy Isle of Sheppey is managed by Sodexo, a professional company offering         
nutritious breakfasts, mid-morning snacks, and lunches to our students.  We encourage students to have an 
Academy meal at lunchtimes as these are cooked on site and are nutritionally balanced. We always offer a 
choice including vegetarian and Halal options.  A set lunch costs £2.40 per day with menus rotated on a four 
week basis.  Parents/carers can keep tabs on what their child is having for lunch and pay for their meals   
using Parentpay.   
Students entitled to free school meals do not pay for lunch. Your child may be entitled to a free school meal 
every day. Please visit the Kent County Council Free School Meals website for information and how to apply.  
 
We ask parents and carers providing packed lunches to choose healthy options with a balanced selection of 
food including fruit and vegetables, juice and/or water. Students are encouraged to bring a water bottle to 
school each day which can be refilled at our fountains.  

https://www.parentpay.com/
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals#tab-1


Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
Recently, we have started the journey to become an international Green Flag Award  
Eco-School. The programme is designed to raise environmental awareness among young people and is run by the 
environmental charity keep Britain Tidy. Internationally, the programme is the largest educational programme in the 
world present in 67 countries and 52,000 schools. Our school is now part of this global community working to create 
environmental change for the benefit of future generations. 

 
The Eco-Schools programme empowers students, raises environmental awareness, improves the school environment 
and can also lead to financial savings for schools. Being an active member of the programme will be something our 
students will remember for the rest of their lives. 

 
The programme focuses on ten important global issues: 

Biodiversity 

Energy 

Global Citizenship 

Healthy Living 

Litter 

Marine 

School Grounds 

Transport 

Waste 

Water 

Every school taking part in the Eco-Schools programme follows the same simple Seven Step framework that takes 
schools between one and two academic years to complete. After achieving our first Green Flag, our school can      
continue in the programme to gain multiple Green Flags. One of the most exciting things about the programme is that 
the process is designed to engage a whole school and its wider community – which is why we have taken the time to 
inform you about our participation. 

 
If you would like to get involved in the Eco-School programme by sharing your time, ideas or skills please contact us. 
If you are struggling for spare time, don’t worry we will keep you updated on our progress regularly and invite you to 
any Eco-Schools projects or events that the students decide to organise. 

 
We hope you are as excited about our Eco-Journey as we are! 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs L Baseley 

Eco-Coordinator 



Sheppey  FM 

Year 9 started the War on Waste project with Sheppey FM this term and already, two live shows have been 

produced.  Each team of four takes on a different aspect of how to look after our environment, wildlife and 

marine life and they have already covered Plastics and Paper.  The next show, scheduled for 10am on   

Tuesday 26 February will be about Metals.   

                           

Continuing the War on Waste theme, in this coming term, Year 7 students will be taking part in the Keep   
Britain Tidy Great British Spring Clean by taking part in some beach and park litter-picks.  Year 7 & 8 will be   
involved in a competition in school to create a massive mosaic made from plastic bottle tops, so please start 
collecting and sending all your used bottle tops into school.  Don’t forget to re-cycle the bottles!  

These activities will support our bid to achieve Green Flag status.  The first ECO 
team meeting was held in the last week of term and has already attracted 24   
members across the two sites.  There will be a number of challenges as we aim for 
our Green Flag, the first of which is to complete an environmental review to find out 
what we do well already and what we need to improve.  The team will also be   
planning a fundraising event. 

Year 10 Gardening Project 

Results of the hard work put in by our year 10 gardeners on the West campus are really 
starting to show now as the raised planters they built at the front of the reception block 
are coming into spring colours.  As the winter bedding plants are coming to an end, the 
crocuses are out and will soon be followed by daffodils, tulips and hyacinths.          
Meanwhile, through the winter, they have been planning a community garden for    
Blackburn Lodge.  Last week they paid another visit to the care home to go over some of 
the final details with Ian Duey who will be assembling a team to do the construction part 
of the garden.  The team are looking forward to being able to complete their design 
when they reach the planting stage later in the year.  This stage should be a joint effort 
involving Oasis students, Blackburn Lodge residents and children from Wiggles      
Nursery.  The gardening project is supported by Sheppey Matters. 

 

Mrs L Baseley 



Lettings 
Oasis Academy Isle of Sheppey is home to incredible, 

world class facilities, and we are proud to have the        

opportunity to share these with our local community. 

For further information, or to book our facilities            

please contact our Lettings Manager , Eddy McEntire 

eddy.mcentire@oasisisleofsheppey.org 

Mobile: 07854001753 

Switchboard 01795 873591 




