
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mortal Engines by Phillip Reeve 

London is on the move again: the traction city trawls the world on 
wheels, capturing and eating smaller towns. But when he is thrown off 
the city by his childhood hero Valentine, young hero Tom joins forces 
with the mysterious Hester, and is soon forced to reassess life as he 
knows it. 

Set in a captivating futuristic landscape, this hugely imaginative story is a 
vivid blend of action, romance, mystery, crime and horror. Packed full of 
colourful characters and locations, it is a whirlwind adventure that 
challenges both Tom and the reader to rexamine their attitudes and 
preconceptions 
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I am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and was Shot by the 
Taliban by Malala Yousafzai 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley, one girl fought for her 
right to an education. On Tuesday, 9 October 2012, she almost paid the 
ultimate price when she was shot in the head at point-blank range. 

Malala Yousafzai's extraordinary journey has taken her from a remote 
valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations. She has 
become a global symbol of peaceful protest and is the youngest ever 
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. 

I Am Malala will make you believe in the power of one person's voice to 
inspire change in the world. 

 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis  

When the Pevensie children - Peter, Susan, Edmund and Lucy - step 
through a wardrobe door in the strange country house where they are 
staying, they find themselves in the land of Narnia. Frozen in eternal 
winter, Narnia is a land of snow and pine forests, and its creatures are 
enslaved by the terrible White Witch. 

Tempted by the promise of endless Turkish Delight, Edmund becomes 
the White Witch's servant - and its up to his brother and sisters to release 
him from his enchantment and to rid Narnia of the witch. But just when it 
seems that all hope is lost, the Great Lion Aslan returns to help the 
children to save Narnia. 

 

Goodnight Mr Tom by Michelle Magorian 

Willie Beech is evacuated to a tiny English village in the country just before 
the outbreak of World War II. A lonely and deprived child, he finds himself 
living with the reclusive, gruff old widower, Thomas Oakley. Although the 
two find it hard to adjust to their life together at first, they gradually 
develop a strong, mutual bond. Willie begins to enjoy life and make new 
friends in the village. 

However, everything is thrown into confusion when Willie is suddenly 
recalled to London by his neglectful and abusive mother. After several 
weeks with no letter from Willie, Tom Oakley becomes concerned for his 
welfare and sets out to London in search of him. 

Michelle Magorian's classic wartime story is a superbly written and deeply 
moving tale, which shows that even the most unlikely people can become 
exceptional parents. 



Once by Morris Gleitzman 

Felix has lived in a Catholic orphanage for over three years but always 
hopes that his Jewish bookseller parents to come for him. Alarmed by 
the sight of what he assumes are official 'librarians' burning Jewish 
books in the orphanage, he sets off in search of his parents to warn 
them of the danger. 

On his travels Felix uses his natural optimism and storytelling gift to 
explain away the horrific events he witnesses in Nazi-occupied Poland. 
His stories bring hope to the children of a ghetto and ultimately comfort 
to them on their final train journey. 

Morris Gleitzman brings heart and humour to the difficult subject of the 
Holocaust in this ground-breaking children's book. Told in simple yet 
powerful language, his story reveals the redemptive power of stories 
and the potential for humanity and hope even in the most tragic times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where the River Runs Gold by Sita Brahmachari 

Shifa and her brother Themba live with their dad in Kairos City, on a future 
Earth decimated by climate change. Families sign their rights away to the 
Freedom Fields organisation that claims to look after them as long as they 
opt in. 

The bees have disappeared and children are used to pollinate crops instead 
so people can eat, but when Shifa and her brother are sent away to work, 
they uncover a system that is cruel as well as full of corruption and secrets. 
How can they escape and make the world a better place? 

This is Waterstones Children's Book Prize winner Sita Brahmachari's first 
dystopian novel and she brings to it all the warmth and personality of her 
books set in contemporary times. 

 

Ghost by Jason Reynolds  

Three years ago Ghost’s dad chased him and his mum down the road 
with a gun. His dad got ten years in prison, and Ghost learned how to 
run. 

Ghost has never thought of athletics as a sporting option – basketball 
is his thing. But now, after challenging a sprinter to a race at the local 
track, he’s won himself a place on an elite running team. To keep it, 
he just needs to stay out of trouble. That’s easier said than done 
when Brandon Sanderson is in your face every day at school, you 
can’t forget your painful past, and when you want a new pair of 
trainers so badly you’d do anything to get them. 

 



Wonder by R.J. Palacio 

I won't describe what I look like. Whatever you're thinking, it's 

probably worse.August (Auggie) Pullman was born with a facial 

deformity that prevented him from going to a mainstream school-until 

now. He's about to start 5th grade at Beecher Prep, and if you've ever 

been the new kid then you know how hard that can be. The thing is 

Auggie's just an ordinary kid, with an extraordinary face. But can he 

convince his new classmates that he's just like them, despite 

appearances? 

With wonderfully realistic family interactions (flawed, but loving), lively 
school scenes, and short chapters, Wonder is accessible to readers of 
all levels. 

 

 

 

 Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer  

If you’re looking forward to catching the highly-anticipated Artemis 

Fowl film in cinemas in 2020, then why not dive into the explosive 

misadventure that inspired it? Artemis Fowl is not like other 12-year-olds. 

You see, Artemis is a criminal genius and he’s just discovered that fairies 

are real. Oh, but wipe images of cuddly, Peter-Pan-style, bedtime story 

fairies from your mind, cause this lot are anything but. They are armed. 

They are dangerous. And when Artemis captures Captain Holly Short for 

her fairy gold, he messes with the wrong elf. These fairies fight back… as 

Artemis is going to learn. 

 

The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd 

11.32am. Ted and his sister Kat watch their cousin Salim get on board the London 

Eye. The pod rises from the ground, high above the city. 

12.02am. The pod lands and the doors open. Everyone exits - everyone but Salim. 

Has he spontaneously combusted? (Ted's theory.) 

Has he been kidnapped? (Aunt Gloria's theory.) 

Is he even still alive? (The family's unspoken fear.) 

Even the police are baffled - so it's up to Ted, whose brain runs on its own unique 

operating system, to solve this mystery and find Salim. 

Teaming up with Kat, Ted follows a trail of clues across London - while time ticks 

dangerously by... 

 

https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/58772/artemis-fowl/9780141339092.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/58772/artemis-fowl/9780141339092.html

